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H AVE we GOT AN ISSUE FOR YOU-Sprint Car City! It’s no 
secret that all scales of radio control sprint cars are gaining in 
popularity, gas and electric, so it was only natural to dedicate a 
substantial part of this issue to these dynamic race cars. The biggest area of 
sprint car growth seems to be the Vio-electric cars, specifically converting your 
R/C 10 into a dirt-track animal. 



We have featured three of these conversion kits (turn to the ccnterspread) 
for you to check out. 1 must say, we had a blast the day we went to the local 
track to test these new machines. What was most intriguing was how scale-like 
the cars performed: high-speed four-wheel drifts, rooster tails, end-over-end 
crashes (courtesy of Chris "crash squirrelinelli” Chianelli). It is obvious why 
they’re experiencing such growth. For you die-hard modelers, we even have a 
construction article on a Vio sprinter you can build, the Charger! And for you 
Octane animals, we featured some of the latest 'A- scale gas offerings so don’t 
forget to check out the article called “Quarter Pounders.” 

“Pit Tips” has been so popular we decided to increase it by two pages— 
why not have more of a good thing? Keep sending us your modeling and racing 
tips and score a free subscription if we publish it. 

Many of you commented on the airbrush illustrations we have started to 
use throughout the mag. These are done by Garrett Miller, one of the hottest 
airbrush illustrators in the country, and he’s been painting wild show bikes, hot 
rods and vans since the Sixties. You’ll be seeing more of his work in future 
issues. 

As usual, we packed the magazine with great modeling tips, super-hot 
reviews on the latest cars, wild graphics and photography and much more. Keep 
those letters and comments flying in — and one last comment for all you rock 
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More on R.O.A.R. 

I have read the letters about this 
R.O.A.R. business for two months now, 
and 1 was going to let Mr. Lubrano’s 
comments go as lack of information, 
even though he is close to the truth, but 
when he was verbally chastised by a 
major manufacturer who also employs 
the current R.O.A.R. president, I had to 
speak up. 

This is a primary example of someone 
smelling a rat in the R.O.A.R. organ- 
ization and instantly having his legs cut 
off' before he can provoke racers into 
doing too much thinking. Over the past 
nine years, R.O.A.R. has been a thorn in 
my side, not because I don’t abide by the 
rules, or because they are thinking about 
the sport of R/C racing, but because those 
who control the rules, control the sport 
those who control the sport control a 
multi-million-dollar industry. If certain 
rules can be enforced, made either 
through legislation or imagination that 
make it harder for the competition, such 
rules will be passed. If such legislation can 
be justified under the cloak of “good for 
the sport,” so much the better. 

I can give many examples of injustices 
done to myself, other racers, and manu- 
facturers over the years. Currently, a big 
problem that’s being “snoozed over" by 
R.O.A.R. is the battery problem. The 
main reason all the big factory teams win 
all the '/iz-scale electric races is because 
they have the best batteries. Although 
they all are very good drivers and have 
excellent cars, they shouldn’t win all the 
races! Some of the little guys in the pack 
are also good drivers with excellent cars, 
but they don’t have a chance against the 
teams that can run off-road motors in 
their Vi 2 -scale cars, and go a full 8 
minutes! The batteries in '/io- scale off- 
road racing are a lot less important, since 
the races are only 4 or 5 minutes in 
duration. The obvious answer is to shorten 
the length of '/i 2 races, so that the batteries 


are less important, and the driving and 
building skills are more important. Why 
hasn’t R.O.A.R. done something about 
this? Because the hierarchy at R.O.A.R. 
are the same folks in charge of the big 
factory teams that have the exceptional 
batteries! In my opinion, they don’t want 
other racers to become more competitive 
because they feel that winning races sells 
more cars, motors, accessories, etc. 

It is also my opinion that R.O.A.R. is 
peppered with corrupt individuals who 
use this basically fine organization for 
their own benefit. To the energetic, sport- 
minded officers involved, such as Barbara 
Morris, Bob Rule, Eric Gudger, and Cliff 
Fisher, to name a few, keep up the good 
work — we’ll soon have our “weeding” 
finished. Perhaps Mr. Lubrano knows 
something the R.O.A.R. members don’t 
“BIG” JIM GREENMEYER 
President, Checkpoint Racing Inc. 


Calling All Girls 

First of all, let me say that you have a 
fantastic magazine! My boyfriend intro- 
duced me to the world of R/C cars, and 
I’m fascinated by them. I read your 
“Track Report” in the August ’87 issue 
about the Parma Mini Mustang. All of a 
sudden. I felt like a kid at Christmastime. 
But I’ve run into an obstacle: where do I 
get one? My local hobby shop is small 
and doesn’t stock very many R/C cars. 
Also, could you please tell me which 
radio system (1 prefer pistol-grip) would 
best fit a small hand like mine? 

By the way. why aren’t there more letters 
from women in your magazine? Is it 
because you folks don't get any? If this 
letter gets printed. I’d like to say one thing 
to the women out there who read it: let’s 
hear from you! I know there are other 
women racers out there. I’m sure that 
other women would enjoy hearing the 
views, ideas, and questions of fellow 


racers. Let’s get on the ball and make 
ourselves known as much as the men. We 
have the same abilities to race as the guys, 
so let’s show it! 

SHERRY SENFF 
Astoria OR 

Sherry, it's great to hear from a woman 
racer. The ladies out there very seldomh 
write to us, why? And you ’re right. Sherry. , 
they are out there ; shame on you ladies for 
staying undercover. The PB Mini Mustang 
is fairly new, so if you can V get it locally, try 
calling one of the mail order houses in our 
magazine, most have a toll-free number. 
We lined up all the pistol-grip transmitters r 
we could find at the office and hat I the 
women here try them all The ladies with 
petite hands like yours found that the 
Hobby Shack KO EX- 2 and KO Ex- 5 fit 
very well As far as / know, the EX -9 has 
the same grip as the EX -5. Both these 
radios very’ reliable, quality products. Once ’ 
again, to you women out there. Sherry and 
I say: let’s hear from you, let's get more 
women into racing! Let's all meet at the 
track — us guys would really like to see if 
you gals have got what it takes CC 

Gas The Grass 

Dear Radio Control Car Action dudes, 
I’ve got to inform you about how great 
your magazine is. There is no R/C 
industry without your magazine. The 
review of the Hobby Lobby '/s-scale Gas 
Hunter by Chris Chianelli compelled me 
to buy one. Without his review, the great 
car I have wouldn’t exist, and my lawn 
wouldn’t be tom up. I’ve read a lot of the 
letters in your “Letters” column and think 
it’s a great idea. Thanks, and keep up the 
good work. 

TIM CAGLAREW 
Duxbury, MA 

Tun, coming up next month we'll lutve the ? 
latest Hobby Lobby offering, the ‘/tt-scale 
Tornado with a Picco .21. Although the 
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Tornado is a different car, it shares many 
of the same features as the Hunter. We'U 
continue to feature 'In-scale gas cars, and 
maybe even a shoot-out — and tell your 
dad I’m sorry about the lawn CC 


Shaft Or Chain? 

I have a problem. I’ve got to ask you 
what's better, shaft-drive or chain-drive. I 
would also like to see a track report on the 
Coyote two-wheel-drive and four- wheel- 
drive. 

ROBERT BALL 
Kalamazoo, Ml 

Robert, my experts have their own opinions, 
but experience shows that a shaft -drive will 
not stretch like a chain-drive As for your 
Coyote review, see the June '87 issue for the 
four-wheel-drive, and this issue for the 
two-wheel-drive FM 


The Fastback’s Back 

I just received my August issue. Your 
magazine is without a doubt the finest on 
the market. 1 have a question about the 
“Mounting Lexan Bodies” article: where 
did you get the Mustang Fastback body 
from? 

LARRY DeLONG 
Eugene, OR 

' 

Larry, the '66 Fastback is available in ‘ho- 
und '/ 12 -scale from BoLink CC 

Balance ’Em Both 

First off, let me commend you on your 
fine magazine. I got my first R/C car two 
years ago, but a year later I wasn’t 
interested in R/C anymore. Then 1 hap- 
pened to pick up an issue of Radio Control 
Car Action, immediately 1 became inter- 
ested again. 

I’ve been wondering about tire balancing. 
You guys had a tire balancing report in 
the April ’87 issue, but it was about 


sponge tires. Does that mean I don’t need 
to balance rubber tires? By the way, I 
have a Tamiya Frog and tried out the 
modifications suggested in “Project 
Frog.” They worked great! My compli- 
ments to Fred Murphy. 

ALVIN CARAGAY 
Pikes\’ille MD 

Alvin, all tires and wheels perform best 
when they're balanced We'll continue to 
bring you more information on this subject 
Oh yes, Fred says he 's glad he could be of 
help. CC 

Airplane-Only! 

I’ve got a question for you folks. I have a 
Subaru Brat with a Futaba Conquest 
radio system. My frequency is 72.750 
MHz. Is this a legal frequency for cars, or 
is it an airpane-only frequency? 

WILLIAM MUNCY 
Oak Ridge, TN 

William, 72. 750 MHz is most definite ty an 
airplane frequency! Do not use it for your 
car, it’s against the law! CC 


Gas Hopping? 

Can you put a gas engine in a Grass- 
hopper or Hornet? Would it be too 
expensive or time-consuming? 

CHRIS HORTON 
Orlando, FL 

You really can 't put a gas engine in an 
electric car. The great power devebped by 
a gas engine can 't be carried by a drive 
tram designed for an electric motor. Fur- 
thermore, there may' be components on an 
electric car that, not being fuel-proof 
would be attacked by the nitromethane in 
glow fuel CC 


“AA” YU ASA FIRST QUALITY 
RECHARGEABLE 
NICAD BATTERIES 

$1.99 EA. 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO 

TCD 

P.O. BOX 490 
ROCKAWAY, NJ 07866 

MIN. ORDER 8 PECES. ADD .20 EA. FOR 
POSTAGE AND HANDLING. SORRY NO 
C.O D 's. PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

SEND SELF ADDRESSED STAMPED 
ENVELOPE FOR CURRENT R/C SALE FLYER 


i OPTIMA OWNER S 

I INTRODUCING: 

ONE PIECE FRONT DIF- 
FERENTIAL 

* 4 ONE-WAY BEARINGS 
♦HARDENEDSHAFTS 

OPTIMUM PRICE @ 
$ 45 . 00 * 

( + $2.50 POSTAGE & 
HANDLING)! 

TBS, 2477 KINGFIELD WAY 
SANJOSE.CA. 95124 
(408)356-3601- After 6PM 

* CA. "RESIDENTS ADD 7% SALES TAX 



ACTION-MACS™ 

“THE REINVENTED WHEEL” 


Action-Mags'* offer a complete 
line of aluminum alloy wheels and 
adapters to fit most of today's 
popular radio-controlled vehicles. 

All-aluminum wheels are offered with either 
a machined or highly polished finish. 

Custom wheels without a custom price. 

New products are under development and 
will be available shortly. Send a stamped 
self-addressed envelope for a free brochure 
and price list. 



Action-Mags'* is a product of 
Design Ingenuity Enterprises, Inc. 
P.O. Box 531 
Tenafly, NJ 07670 
(201) 767-4638 
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by CHRIS CHIANELLI 


T HE R/C car industry is in a fast- pace state of advancement with new products being offered at a head-spinning rate i 
The number of choices from entry level to all-out competition equipment is ever-increasing. In light of this phenomenon , 
I'll make the manufacturers nervous and you R/C squirrels who are hungry for info happy by bringing you a special report 
on security leaks and " hue-in ” items in the new “ Inside Scoop. “ 



W HAT DO Lewis and 
Clark and Tamiya 
have in common? A 
pioneering philosophy. No! 
too long ago, Tamiya gave us 
the Vi;- scale 959 Porsche 
rally car, and the Monster 
Beetle. Now we have the 
Lunch Box. a monster van. 
With giant wheels, an all- 
new box-type resin chassis, 
and sealed gear box, the 
Lunch Box looks like it's 
designed to boldly go where 
no truck has gone before. 
Watch for an upcoming 
review and. oh yes, the return 
of the Hot Shot, the Hot Shot 
U. 

* * * 

Y OU DRAG dogs will be 
interested to know that 
the tire and wheel guys at 
Advance Engineering will be 
coming out with four new 
true-to-scale, complete funny 
cars, two in Vio- and two in 
Vu-scale. Details are still very 
sketchy, but I can say that 
each scale has a choice of 
either GM or Ford body. 


A ttention followers of 

"The Scoop.” a legend 
(who, for the time being, will 
remain anonymous) in the 
full-scale aftermarket hot-rod 
parts (particularly manifolds) 
is introducing a line of !A- 
scale cars and accessories, 
some with the awesome 
Connelly V-8 engine and 
nitrous-oxide system. With a 
heavyweight like this getting 
into the market, it can only 
mean that there's serious 
trouble brewin'! Wait till you 
find out who it is! 


U NCLE ERNIE, of 
Trinity, has just released 
information on his new line 
of 64-pitch gears. This means 
less power loss due to friction 
as a result of the closer tooth 
spacing. The spur gears are 
graphite- filled for superior 
wear- and chip-resistance, 
especially helpful for off-road 
use. 



R OBBY. the folks that 
brought us the Jeep CJ- 
7, the Mercedes 1 90E, and 
the unforgettable Ferrari 
Testarossa, now bring us two 
more unique and scale cars, 
the Lancia Delta S4. and the 
Peugeot 205 Turbo 1 6 of the 
European rally genre. These 
cars feature four- wheel- 
independent suspension, pre- 
wired electronics, scale 
details, and optional working 
headlights. 

* * * 

M ike white, the 

pundit of Pacesetter 
Products, has disclosed some 
top secret information: they 
are working on more new '/a- 
scale cars, including some 
unprecedented refinements 
on their Formula I car. This 
Formula I road rocket will 
supposedly be the best 
handling !4-scale R/C car in 
the world! It should be 
available early this fall. 


G reat planes has 

informed me that an all- 
new '/» -scale gas car. the 
Bums, will replace the 
Vanning. What’s this? Are 
they holding out on me? My 
spy in the Far East, code- 
named “High Lingafoon." 
has sent me some photos 
taken with his hidden 
camera. The two buggies 
appear to be Vuv and 'ho- 
scale, the latter being 
supplied with radio. And last, 
but not least, a front-wheel- 
drive front motor Vu-scale 
Honda CR-X road rally car. 1 
sure hope they see fit to 
import this one! If you agree, 
drop them a line and let them 
know how you feel. 

* * * 

T he radio control 

Car Action lizards have 
been burning the midnight oil 
to complete our jumbo 
buyer’s guide, which will 
feature hundreds of the latest 
and greatest items in the R/C 
car industry. Look for it mid 
October at your favorite 
newsstand or hobby shop. 
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50/50 or 70/30 throw 

• Spring or ratchet throttle control 

• Servo reverse switches, both channels 

• Charger connector for optional Ni- 
Cds 

• LED RF output indicator 

• LED battery indicator 

• LED “low-power” flashing indicator 

• Fuel-resistant plastic case 

• Neck strap connector 

• Excellent transmission range 

RECEIVER— HP-2RN 75D 

• Small, lightweight, rugged, and high- 
performance AM 2-channel receiver 
operating in the 75 MHz band 

• Narrow-band receiver design using 
ceramic filter for maximum resistance 
of adjacent channel interference 

• Power requirement: 6.0V DC; 4 AA 
alkaline batteries shared with servos 

• External removable crystal 

• Polarized connectors to insure proper 
connection 

• 39-inch-long receiver antenna 



Aristo-Crafl/HiT et 


by CHARLIE KENNEY 



from Polk's Model Craft Hobbies 


250 


T HIS MONTH I have the 
opportunity to review 
another Aristo Craft Hi Tech 
radio, namely, the Challen- 
ger 250 from Polk’s Model 
Craft Hobbies*. The first thing that strikes 
you about the Challenger 250 transmitter 
is its diminutive size measuring 6.25x 
5.75x2. 1 3 inches. It weighs only 1 pound, 
3 ounces with eight alkaline pencells. A 
self-contained carrying handle is molded 
into the transmitter case at the upper left. 
The particular set I received operated on 
channel 78 — 75.750 MHz, color code 
purple-gray. The system consists of the 
Challenger Transmitter Model HP-2TS 
750, Receiver HP-2RN 75 D, two HS- 
402 servos plus receiver dry-cell battery 
case with switch, servo grommets, and 
mounting hardware plus four different 


spare servo arms for each servo. The set 
also allows you to change stick length by 
providing spare sticks which are a quarter 
of an inch longer than the ones provided. 
In addition, you can change the throttle 
servo from a spring-loaded neutral to a 
detented control with the part provided. I 
know my own preference is spring- 
loaded throtde for cars and detented for 
boats simply because I don’t change a 
throttle position on a boat as often as a 
car. This is often continually, when driv- 
ing in competition. Let’s take a look at the 
Challenger 250 system features. 

TRANSMITTER— HP-2TS 75D 

• Multi-purpose control stick assem- 
bly— 2 channel 

• Two selectable control stick lengths 

• Adjustable neutral position (external) 


SERVO— HS-402 

• Small lightweight heavy-duty servo 

• Four different spare servo arms pro- 
vided 

• Servo is made from high-impact-resis- 
tant plastic 

• Servo is dust and waterproof 

• 1 0-inch connecting cable and polar- 
ized connector are standard 

• Indirect drive for gear train drive 
protection 

Let’s talk about the transmitter. At a 
weight of only 1 pound, 3 ounces, it’s like 
you’re holding a feather compared with 
some of the single-stick transmitters 1 fly. 
As the transmitter is always the heart of 
the radio system, let’s start there. At the 
upper left there is a small molded-plastic 
handle which is part of the transmitter 
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Transmitter 
bottom view: 
servo-reversin 
switches to I 
removable 
MHz crystal to 
right. 


brown plastic case. On top is a 30-inch 
6-element telescoping antenna which 
radiates the transmitter signal. Moving to 
the left stick we have the throttle control 
(Channel 2). It only moves back and 
forth; the trim control on the left is 
electronic. The control on the right of the 
stick is a two-position control; leaving it 
in the Up position the neutral is centered 
and stick throw is centered about neutral, 
with a throw of plus-or-minus 50°. Mov- 
ing the control switch downward changes 
the stick neutral by 20° so that the 
forward control is 70% of the throttle 
throw and the rearward throw is 30°. In 
the center panel of the transmitter we 
have a display consisting of four LEDs. 
With fresh batteries, the top display “on 
air" lights green and the high battery light 
(top of three) is red. As the transmitter 


batteries lose their capacity, the lights will 
move from high to normal to low. When 
the low light comes on, it’s time to change 
batteries or recharge if you use Ni-Cds. 
Below the battery status display we have 
the power On/Off switch; up is on, down 
is off. Below the On/Off switch is a neck 


strap loop. To the right of the battery 
status display is the second stick (Channel 
1). It is used for steering with a right and 
left movement about neutral. Rounding 
out the stick assembly is a trim control at 
the bezel bottom, also electronic as was 
the throttle trim. The remaining front 


TRANSMITTER— HE-2TS- 751) 

IF: 455 KHz 

Operating System: Two single-axis sticks w ith servo reverse 

Power Requirements: 6V at 15 mA 

No. CIuuukJs: 2 

Size: 2.37x1.5x0.75 indies 

Modulation: AM 

Weight: 1 6 ounces 

Frequency: 75.750 MHz 


Power Requirement: 9.6V N'i-Cd. 12V with 8 alkaline batteries 

SERVO IIS-402 

Current Drain: 90 niA at 12V DC 

Control System: + pulse control (l_520us neutral i 

Dimensions (body): 625x5.75x2.13 inches 

Operating Angle Rotary system, one- side 40° 

Weight: 1 pound, 3 ounces (with 8 alkaline batteries) 

Power Requirement: 6.0V (shared with receiver i 

Antenna: 30 inches long using 6-element telescoping whip 

Current Drain: 6.0V. 6 mA (at idle) 


Output Torque: 42 inch/ounces 

RECEIVER— HE-2RN 75D 

Operating Speed: 0.16 sec/40 c ' 

Receiving Frequency: 75.750 MHz 

IC: M51660L or NE544 

No. Channels: 2 

Dimensions: 2x().8x 1 .9 inches 

Modulation: AM 

Weight: 1.6 ounces 
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AA Ni-Cd batteries which could charge 
both transmitter and receiver batteries. 

Another series of features of the Chal- 
lenger 250 that I thought were special 
were the longer spare-stick knobs. The 
myriad of accessories they provided and 
the “spring defeat” which allows you to 
convert the throttle very easily from 
spring action to ratchet action by simply 
removing two screws. This is a really 
novel feature and gives great versatility to 
the radio. 



HP-2RN7SD two-channel AM receiver with 
covers removed. Very compact. 


panel detail on the transmitter consists of 
a charging jack on the lower left front of 
the transmitter (if you use Ni-Cds). If you 
now turn the transmitter over to view the 
bottom, you’ll see the two-channel servo- 
reverse switches. On the left is throttle 



Vehicle battery 
pack and switch 
harness, receiver, 
and two HS-402 
servos weigh only 
9 ounces. 


with normal switch position left and 
reverse to the right. To the right of the 
throttle switch is steering, which operates 
in the same fashion. 

There are no controls on the transmit- 
ter back but there is a removable cover 
which exposes the transmitter battery 
compartment Opening the compartment 
reveals space for 8 pencell (AA) batteries, 
Ni-Cds, or alkaline cells. If you wish to 
use Ni-Cds in the vehicle packs, you must 
buy a suitable charger and rig a way to 
charge them. For example, if you're not 
very handy with electronics, GE sells a 
whole family of chargers including size 


I enjoyed this review. I’m going to use 
the Challenger 250 in an upcoming car 
review. 

Charlie Kenney, do Radio Control Car 
Action, 632 Danbury Rd„ Wilton, CT 
06897. 

*The following is the address of the company 
mentioned in this article: 

Polk's Model Cruft Hobbies, 346 Bergen 
Ave, Jersey > City, NJ 07304. ■ 
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A novel approach 
to a common procedure. 


IVE YEARS AGO I could 
have put a new set of tires on 
my Associated* 1 2E and run 
the car for a full season with- 
out changing tires. Those days 
are gone. 1 have now replaced tires after 
one 5-minute run on concrete and after 
one day of racing my 4-cell BoLink* 
Bandito on carpet. 

The expensive way of replacing your 
tires is to keep purchasing pre-mounted 
tires. The hard way to replace them is by 
pulling the old tire off the rim and 
installing new rubber donuts. The most 
difficult part of this method is cleaning 
the rubber off the rim. After pulling a tire 
off, you find that patches of rubber are 
still glued to the rim. These patches are 
tom away from the tire as it is ripped off 
the rim. 

There is a process you can use when 
mounting your tires that really makes 
clean-up easier. Before installing the new 
donut, put a single layer of tape on the 
clean rim. Be sure to wrap the tape all the 
way around the rim. Press the tape down 
carefully so that it’s securely attached to 
the rim. You then place the new donut 
over the taped rim and cyanoacrylate the 
tire to the tape. 



Tires, lape, wheels, and glue are all that are 
needed. 





Chunks of rubber left on the wheel must be 
cleaned off. 



Apply tape to clean rim. 



Well-aligned and wrinkle-free tape application is 
a must. 


When the time comes to replace your 
tires, simply cut through the tire and the 
tape with a hobby knife and peel the tape 
off the rim. The tire and tape will come 
off in a single unit, and the only clean up 
you might have to do is to clean a little 
adhesive off the rim. You're then ready 


for more tape and another tire. 

There are two problems you run into 
when searching for the right tape. The 
first is poor adhesion of the tire to the 
tape. Glue doesn’t stick to vinyl or vinyl- 
coated tapes. It also doesn’t stick well to 
strapping tape. 

The second problem is the tape not 
sticking securely to the rim. You can glue 
tires to masking tape, but the tire and tape 
will eventually spin free of the rim. 

What tape handles both problems? 
You need a cloth-type tape for the tire to 
stick, plus a strong adhesive backing to 
hold it to the rim. I’ve found that Johnson 
& Johnson’s AthletiCare Sports Tape 
does the job. Tapes used for taping 
baseball bat handles or bicycle handle- 
bars also work. 

While this procedure works well for 
foam tires, it also works on semi- 
pneumatic tires. Just be sure you use Flex- 
Zap when gluing these tires to the tape. 

Tape saves time and money while 
changing wom-out tires! 

*The following are the addresses of the 
companies mentioned in this article: 

Associated Electrics, 1928 East Edinger, 
Santa Ana, CA 92705. 

BoLink R/C Cars, Inc., 420 Hosea Rd. Dept 
487, Lawrenceville. GA 30245. ■ 


MNMfll 

Simply glue the tire to the taped rim. 
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spnnt cars 
freight-train 
their way around a turn or 
do an end-over-end in 
virtual slow- motion (in 
comparison to smaller-scale 
crashes) is so authentic I 
sometimes expect to see an 
18-inch ( '/4-scale, of course) 
pit crew run up to the 
machine when it pulls off 
the course. 

Quarter-scale racing in 
all its forms has been 
gaining popularity steadily, 
but the winged, or 
unwinged, oval-track 
sprinters seem to be 
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particularly at home in 
'/4-scale. 

With their chainsaw 
engines blaring, their wheels 
ami tuned pipes hanging in 
the breeze, and their comet- 
like dust trails, '/4-scale 
sprinters emulate that full- 
scale seat-of- the- pants 
excitement found only in 
oval track racing. 

| Here, we’re going to give 
you a quick look at three 
exciting ‘/4-scalc sprinters: 
the modified Raco* 
Jackrabbit or Roadrunner 
(street version), featured in 
the June ‘87 issue of Radio 
Control Car Action, the 
Pacesetter* Hi-Tech, 




{ U car 'ith/ron 


w 


* 

\ p 
0 





WCM car with bare bones exposed. This machine is scale 
right down to the lube chassis configuration. 


featured in the Winter ’87 issue, and the ultra-scale 
WCM* Sprinter, which will be covered in an in- 
depth track report in the next issue of Radio Control 
Car Action. 

The 38-inch Hi-Tech from Pacesetter features a 2- 
cubic-inch, 2-horsepower McCulloch, with 
centrifugal clutch and solid-state ignition. Except for 
the coil-over shocks, the suspension on the Hi-Tech is 
very similar to those found on full-scale sprinters. 

The Hi-Tech is normally supplied with chain-drive 
and McCulloch, or can be custom-ordered with a 
quick-change rear, for those wishing to use a model 
airplane or Weed-Wip engine in the in-line mode. 

The Raco offering is a modified Jackrabbit, which 
can be extreme! I’ve seen these machines clad in full- 
race regalia, complete with tuned pipes, staggered 
tires, and, of course, front and top wings. For an all- 
out road version, fcheck out the Raco Roadrunner in 
the June '87 issue of Radio Control Car Action, where 
Phil Sroka outlines some performance tips for those of you 
who already own a Jackrabbit. 

The perfectionists down in big of Texas, WCM 
Incorporated*, have an incredible exact-scale sprinter which 
boasts of the most-winning full-scale Gambler tube chassis 
and Jacobs ladder for fantastic rear end stability. This 
machine has got to be seen to be believed, so we’ll be 
bringing you a full-blown report next month by the 
venerable Doctor Bruni, don’t miss it! 

All evidence points to ’/»-scale hysteria, and why not? 
With its unprecedented parallel to full-scale excitement and 


realism, it’s certainly no surprise. Just don’t be shocked if the 
next time you see '/i- scale racers negotiating a turn through 
the dust clouds you notice the plastic driver turning his head 
to check out the guy behind him. 

*77 ic following are the addresses of the companies mentioned in 
this article : 

Raco Modelcraft Inc, 1400 C East Saint Andrews PL, Santa Ana 
CA 92705. 

Pacesetter Products, Inc., 930 W. Hyde Park Blvd, Inglewood CA 
90302. 

WCM Inc, Rt 2, Box 207 A Buffalo, TX 75831. U 
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TART with a 


Gambler 


by STEVE POND 


FULL-SCALE 

HUNT GAR 

The motor sport spectacular! 


Competition 
sprint car chassis, 
add a 410-cubic- 
inch 730- 
horsepower 
Donovan engine, 
finely kneeded by 
Ron Shaver, throw in 
Hilbom fuel-injection, 

KSE steering system, 
quick-change Winters 
rear end. Gambler in- 
board disk brakes, dry 
sump oil system, transmission; sprinkle on some 
Goodyear tires. Streaker wheels; then stir in some pure 
methanol! Add a Coors Light sponsorship. a"d there you 
have it: the No. 1 8 Coors Light Silver Bullet sprint car 
piloted by the World of 
Outlaws 1982 rookie 
of the year. Brad Doty. 

Just to give you an 
idea of the 
explosiveness of the 
outlaw sprint car breed, 
consider for a moment 
that an outlaw tips the 
scales at roughly 1,300 
pounds and harnesses a 
730-plus horsepower 
engine. This translates 
to a horse power-to- 
weight ratio of better 
than 1.78:1 (I 
horsepower for every 
1.78 pounds). If that 
doesn't put a wrinkle in 
your forehead, a fully- 
loaded F-15E fighter 


jet comes in only slightly higher with a horsepower-to- 
weighl ratio of 1:1! 

The Coors/Gambler sprint car team also has seven- 
time World of Outlaws (Continued on puge 48) 





many features that you 
generally find only on 
higher-priced cars. 

For instance,' when was 
the last lime you saw an 
entry-level car with a front 
end designed so there is very 
little toe-in change and no 
camber change as the front 
suspension moves up and down? 

And it has a butter-smooth 
differential, right out of the box. 

Was everything perfect? Of 
course not 

Like most entry-level cars, it 
could use more suspension travel. 

On serious whoop-de-do's, the car 
gels out of shape when the suspension 


T he folks at 

Traxxas* are 
importing a dandy 
two-wheel-drive, 
'/to-scale, off-road 
car called the Cat. This car is 
priced for people who are 
getting into R/C cars, but 
don’t let the low price 
deceive you. This car has 


from 


bottoms. The problem is in the 

spring damper units themselves. (Let’s call them shocks.) They 
work okay, but there is less travel built into them than is designed into the suspension 
itself. To get the best from the Cat, a set of aftermarket shocks that match the 
suspension travel are better. It’s a lot easier to add different shocks than to try to 
increase travel which is limited by design. 

In off- road cars, if I were given the option of higher quality shocks or 
more suspension travel. I’d opt for the longer suspension travel any day. 

I rdXXdS But let’s start at the beginning. 

A well-equipped entry-level 1/10 electric. 
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Assembly of Differential Spur Gear 

3 mm x 17.5 Small bevel gear 

Screw pin 


Bevel gear stay plate 


I received both kits for this test. Both 
kits? Yes, you can get the Cat either 
completely assembled including radio 
or in a simple kit without the radio. 

If you purchase the completely 
assembled kit you’ll be running as 
soon as you charge a 7.2-volt battery, 
load eight AA batteries in the 
transmitter (batteries are not included), 
and slap on the decals. That’s it. It’s 
even got battery eliminator circuitry 
(BEC), so you don’t even need receiver batteries. 

If you omit the decals (don’t, they add a lot of pizzazz to 
the car), you can be running in less than five minutes for the 
same price as some car kits sans radio. Not bad for a 
completed and adjusted car including radio. 

If you decide to build the kit, you’ll be equally pleased 



★ Make sure to grease 


Bevel gear stay plate 

3 mm locknut 



Large bevel gear 
| 3 mm spring washer 

Differential spur gear 


Bevel-gear stay plates help guard against entire diffen 
preventing gear stripping. Sketch courtesy of Traxxas. 


differential spreading under stress . 


with the ease of construction and lower cost. The thorough 
instruction booklet includes an illustrated parts list so the 
builder knows which part is being used where. 

There’s no need for me to go through the steps, but I’ll 
note some design features. (Continued on page 48, 



More Exhibits • More Features • More Fun! 

The Third Annual 

ChicAqo Model & Hobby Show 

Radio Control Planes/Cars/Boats/Trains & Games 

November 6 - 8, 1987 • O’Hare Expo Center • Chicago 

(Trade Days: November 5 & 6) 

The Nation's #1 Show 

for Model & Hobby Enthusiasts— with More Than 
200 Exhibitors Featuring All New Products! 

Sponsored by the Radio Control Hobby Trade Association (RCHTA) 
Co-Sponsored by the Model Railroad Industry Association (MRIA) 

Special Show Features Include: 

• Car Track • Static Model Competition • Boat Pond 

• Model Railroad Demonstrations • Retail Store 

• FREE Transmitter Testing & Model Building Demonstrations 

by the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) 

For More Information, Call Toll-Free 800-323-5165 

(In Illinois. Coll 312-299-3131) 
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R adio-control car rac- 
ing wouldn’t be possible 
without extremely durable 
on-board radio systems. 
The steering servo has the 
toughest job in the system. While the 
receiverjust coordinates signals, the steer- 
ing servo has to change the car’s direction 
with brute force. And while the other 
servo only moves a lightweight wiper 
arm across a rheostat, the steering servo 
has to withstand being battered when a 
front tire hits the wall. 

The only protection for your servo is a 
servo saver. The most common servo 
savers are attached directly to the servo. 
Most of these provide excellent steering 
response in addition to protection. 

When using a servo saver, mount the 
servo close enough to the front suspen- 
sion so that the tie rods can be easily 
connected to the servo saver. It’s best to 
have the servo’s output shaft centered 
between die steering blocks. Die tie rods 
should be identical in length for the best 
possible steering geometry. It's critical to 
have the servo saver centered when the 
car is going straight. If it’s not centered, 
your car will have less steering in one 
direction than the other — an unbalanced 
steering response is difficult to overcome 
with driving skill. 

Servo savers have “springs” built into 
them to absorb shocks which the servo 
may be subjected to. These springs may 
be anything from a coiled wire spring to a 


by RICH 
HEMSTREET 


Kimbrough servo saver protects the servo in crashes. 


Protect that expensive servo gear train. 


nylon C-ring. Every time the pressure 
exceeds the strength of the spring, the 
servo saver stops steering and starts pro- 
tecting the servo. The moment your car 
hits a wall, the front tires are violently 
pushed to the side. At that instant, the 
spring on the servo saver has to protect 
the servo. A split second later, full steering 
control returns. 

When I first got into '/i 2 -scale racing. 1 
was told I wouldn't need a servo saver. I 
heard that you got more responsive steer- 
ing when you didn’t use a servo saver. I 
shouldn't have listened The first time my 
car hit the wall the teeth on the servo 
gears were destroyed. I had to learn how 
to replace servo gears to get the car 
running again. 

Many kits contain direct-connect servo 
savers which build to fit your servo. They 
usually have interchangeable adapters to 
accommodate many different brands of 
servos. I’ve only found one of these that 
worked well. Some of them didn’t stay 
together once they were assembled, 
others broke apart while racing; and one 
wouldn’t return the servo saver to its 


starting point after a crash. Alter a wreck 
the car would not go straight unless I 
turned the steering hard to one side, but 
then I didn’t have any steering left to 
actually turn the car in that direction. 

The only build-it-yourself servo saver I 
found that worked was the nifty MRC 
Tamiya* Directly Connected Servo 
Saver (Part No. 5204). This unit can be 
used on most popular servos. This kit has 
enough parts to make two separate servo 
savers, one for off-road cars and one for 
on-road racers. Use the stronger spring 
for an off-road vehicle, the weaker spring 
for on-road car. 

Kimbrough Products* manufactures 
sturdy servo savers for ‘/t 2 -scale cars. 
These are each designed for a specific 
servo, so you have to be sure to get the 
right one. They also make a larger servo 
saver that has interchangeable adapters 
to fit many different brands of servos 
This unit is used for both '/io- scale off- 
road and '/s- scale gas-powered road 
racers. 

To make your car’s steering more re 

(Continued on page K3) 





MRCIT arniya servo saver can be built for several servos. 


Car on right has saver that 'sset up correctly; saver on left car Ls off-center, 
while the tires are straight. 
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T HE HEART of your R/C car 
is the batteries, which produce 
the electrical current to power 
the motor. These batteries 
are known as Ni-Cds, or 
nickel cadmium, sub-C cells. Nickel and 
cadmium are the elements which com- 
pose the internal core of the battery, and 
sub-C refers to the size of the cell itself. 
The sub-C cell is the standard size battery 
in use in today’s R/C cars. Radio-con- 
trolled cars use either four, six, or seven 
sub-C cells, providing about l .2 volts of 
power to the motor with each cell. They 
are rated at 1.2 ampere/hours (Ah) which 
supplies 1 .2 amps per hour, or 2.4 amps 
per half hour, and so on. If your car uses a 
6-cell pack, then it’s using six sub-C cells, 
1.2 Ah, with a nominal voltage of 7.2 
volts. 

The cells used in your car are specially 
designed for fast charging, and I’d recom- 
mend making sure they’re constructed for 
this application. They should be con- 
structed in such a way as to not produce 
excessive gas when charged. This is done 
by fitting them with a vent to relieve 
pressure that may build up during the 
typical 15- to 20-minute quick charge. 
Any other type of Ni-Cd construction can 
be very dangerous, so make sure your 
Ni-Cds are vented to handle the fast 
charge which they’ll be subjected to. 
Most Ni-Cd packs come ready to use 


and are fitted with suitable connectors 
that can be charged and plugged into a 
car instantly. These are okay, but I suspect 
that once the racing bug really bites you, 
the urge to custom build your own Ni-Cd 
pack will overcome you. When it does, a 
lot of folks will give you advice, but here 
are a few points to remember. 

There's really only one way to match 
batteries and. believe me, you won’t have 
the time or the money to realistically 
accomplish it. What you have to do is to 
charge every cell, then discharge them, 
plotting the power curve of each cell. The 
cells can then be matched in packs with 
all cells having equal performance. Once 
this is done, your pack will be matched 
and will stay that way as long as it’s not 
overcharged or shorted out. By the time 
the cells would change enough to no 
longer be matched, the useful life of the 
coils is virtually over, if you’re racing 
seriously. They will still function, but will 
put out less power than when they were 
new. 

The companies which supply matched 
cells go through 5,000 to 7,000 cells and 
only 33% of them can be used as matched 
packs. The rest of the cells are sold 
through non-hobby related industries. 
And if you don’t believe that matched 
packs make a difference, the next time 


you’re at any major racing function see 
how many of the winning drivers have 
matched packs in their cars. Most likely 
they’ll have packs like the Trinity’* 
matched Sanyo. Buy Ni-Cd cells. You’ll 
save yourself a lot of trouble and really 
improve your performance. 

If you assemble a pack yourself, use a 
, super glue to hold the cells in place and 
make sure all the cells have a solder tab. 
The solder tab will make soldering a lot 
safer and easier than trying to solder onto 
the body of the cell. Make sure the 
batteries are wired in series, not parallel. 
Solder them negative to positive. Do not 
solder all the negative posts together and 
all of the positive posts together. Once 



A 30-ohm resistor with Tamiya connector 
for economical discharging. 
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you’re sure the series wiring is complete, 
place the entire pack in shrink wrap and, 
with a hot air gun, secure the pack into its 
final configuration. 

Now, a few words about charging your 
Ni-Cds. There are many schools of 
thought on charging and many devices on 
the market to provide your Ni-Cds with a 
charge, but let me outline a few guide- 
lines for you. First, always discharge your 
packs completely before charging. This 
can lie done very easily by connecting a ' 
30-ohm resistor across the leads of the 
battery and letting it sit for as long as 
possible. This will erase any memory in 
the cells and ensure the best possible 
charge every time. Second, use a 3- to 
5 -ampere charging current for the amount 
of time needed to store 1 ampere hour in 
the cells. This should be about 1 5 to 20 
minutes since the Ni-Cd is only capable 
of producing 1 ampere of usable energy. 



This 7.2-volt battery pack, ready for shrink 
covering, shows two 3-cell stick configuration. 

even though it’s rated at 1 .2 Ah. If you 
charge it more than 1 ampere hour, you 
run a risk of damaging or even destroying 
the pack. 

As for the types of chargers to use, if 
you follow the racing circuit at all you’ll 
notice that most winners are using peak- 
detection chargers. Peak detection is 
proving to be the best method of pre- 
venting overcharging, since this unit lets 
you know when the pack has reached its 
most complete charge. Remember that 


heat is your Ni-Cd’s greatest enemy, and 
overcharging generates a lot of heat, so 
don’t do it. 

The ideal situation is to run a Ni-Cd 
pack only when racing, but we all know 
that this isn’t always possible, so give your 
packs as much rest between runs as you 
can. Let them cool down and discharge 
completely for optimum performance. 
It’s also very important to be careful when 
handling the batteries so that the plus and 
minus leads don’t touch and short out the . 
cells. 

Remember, no matter how fast your 
motor is, you can only run as fast and as 
long as your batteries allow. If you don’t 
take care of your batteries, you won’t get 
maximum performance from your motor. 

*The following is the address of the company 
mentioned in litis article; 

Trinity, 1901 £ Linden Ave No. 20, IJ/tden, 
NJ 07036. ■ 



I MAGINE the benefits of drawing many more 
regular customers into your store every 
month. Imagine adding a popular, profit- 
able— and returnable— hobby product to your 
store. By stocking Model Airplane News, Radio 
Control Car Action, and American Boat Modeler 
you'll accomplish both! These are the most 
informative and entertaining modeling magazines 
available to the R/C consumer— and they're in 
tremendous demand. These magazines will ac- 
tually stimulate more sales of R/C Airplanes, Cars, 
Boats and accessories for you. 

If you're not already stocking Air Age maga- 
zines, please call us toll-free and we'll let you know 
how they can make money for you. 

Call Yvonne Toll-Free at 

1 - 800 - 243-6685 

(in CT 203-834-2900) 

(dealer inquiries only) 

Air Age Publishing • 632 Danbury Road • Wilton. CT 06897 
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It’s much simpler to work on your car if it’s supported off its 
wheels. Here’s a simple turntable to which your car can be 
rubber banded. If you wish, the base can be buill up to 
provide a recess into which some short nails can be driven. 
The nails key into ordinary mortar (cement) which provides 
more weight to the base. Note the rubber pad on top of the 
turntable. Robert Brigham. Nepean. Ontario. Canada 


Nesting your motors in between the plastic grips of pliers is a 
simple way of stabilizing the motors while working on them. 

Zac Wheatcroft, Claremont, California 


To protect your steering rod (track rod) from damage from 
rocks, etc., slip a piece of aluminum tube over them, leaving 
a slight gap at each end to allow adjustment. The gap can 
then be covered with short pieces of clear plastic fuel line. 
Our contributor improves the appearance of his rods by 
Steve Marshall, Brigham City, Utah 


Here's a quick way of checking the setting of your 
suspension units. Place a sheet of carbon paper on the floor, 
carbon side up. From a height of 14 inches drop the car on it 
in a level attitude. If the units are set too soft, they’ll bottom 
out and leave an impression of the chassis. If the/re set too 
hard, the car will bounce and leave multiple impressions. 

__ Ugj - Illinois 


polishing 


Kurt Ringhofer, Alsip, 
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You don’t like those unsightly body clips? Why not get rid of 
them tike this racer did. He makes use of washers and 
socket-head cap screws to attach his bodywork to the nylon 
tube stand-offs. Removal is simple with a ball-ended Allen 
wrench. There are also some neat chrome-plated mush- 
room head Allen screws, too. Check your electronics and 
hardware stores. Cary Vice, Florence, Kentucky 


Thick, self-adhesive foam weather stripping stuck around 
the edge of the tub will keep the usual garbage out of the 
car by sealing off the gap around the bottom. See K-Mart 
and building supply stores. 

Jim Beckner. Collinsville, Virginia 


Radio Control Car Action will give a free one-year subscription (or one-year renewal if you already subscribe) for each idea used in "Pit Tips. " Send rough 
sketch to Jim Newman, c/o Radio Control Car Action. 632 Danbury Rd., Wilton. CT 06897. Bf SURE YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS ARE CT.E ARLY PRINTED ON 
EACH SKETCH. PHOTO, AND NOTE YOU SUBMIT. Because of the number of ideas we receive, we cannot acknowledge each one. nor can we return unused 
material. 
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Check 


servo and you might tmd it floats 
iber bushings. Excessive float gives 
imprecise steering. The answer is to build up layers of 
double-sided adhesive tape so that the servo case sticks to 


To clean the track of your speed controller, simpl 
of a pencil eraser. You'll find that it will bring it up 

shiny. Eric Baier, Oshkosh, 


the chassis platform. Clean the case with rubbing alcohol 


before attaching the tape. 


lulian Harvey, Carnerville, 


Worn kingpins? Use a drill press (preferably), and drill out 
the top and bottom holes to 5 /o-inch diameter. Press in 
pieces of '/e-inch i.d. brass tubing and add a drop of 
cyanoacrylate for good measure. Cut two new kingpins 
from Vo-inch diameter stainless steel welding rod, reas- 
semble the front end. check the alignment, and you’re 
ready to race. Like as not, you’ll find that most of your 
steering slop has vanished. 


To prevent water from 
controller, this car owner 
units, tying tightly around the 
Another way of enveloping your receiver is to partly inflate 
the balloon then 


entering his receiver and speed 
cut up balloons and encased the 
rubber bands. 


press the receiver into it as shown, so that 
the unit is in the center of the balloon donut, after which air 
is carefully released. David Botarelli, Evergreen, Colorado 


Tim Atkins, Charleston, West Virginia 


Those balloons again! This time cut them as shown, slip 
them over the half-shafts and universal joints of your 
Pegasus or Icarus after packing them with grease. Use wire 
ties to secure them in place. The axles last longer and do not 
attract dirt. Balloons are $3.00 compared to the $8.00 for the 
“official" rubber bag set Wires are Radio Shack No. 278- 


Convert your worn, off-road tires to pavement tires. Buy a 
box of wide rubber bands and slip a few of them onto the 
tires as shown. This contributor says the traction is awesome ! 
He also finds that different bands offer different amounts of 
grip and make for some interesting experimentation. 

■■■ Canada 


Creg Bell, Brighton, Ontario, 


Massachusetts 
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-around knobby tires losing their knobs? 


Thoroughly clean up the tires and roughen the knobs a little 
with sandpaper. Heat each knob a bit with the tip of a hot 
glue gun, then apply a knob of hot glue. Do this around the 
whole 


To speed up maintenance and pit work, this owner has 
changed all the screws on his car to the Allen-head variety. 
Using a Q-Tip he color codes all the screws — one color for 
each size. He also color codes each size of Allen wrench to 


Jeff Crapo, Milk River, Alberta, Canada 


match, and has eliminated all the fumbling for the correct 


size wrench. 


Dana George, Anacortes, Washington 


Each time this contributor removed the battery from his 
Frog, the receiver battery holder fell out, putting a strain on 
the wires until they eventually broke. His cure was to obtain 
a Radio Shack battery holder with the 9-volt-style snap-on 
connector. To his battery leads he attached a 9-volt snap 
connector. Now he can unsnap and remove the battery 
case for safe keeping. 

Elmwood Park, Illinois 


Chronic dutch-spring breakage was the only complaint this 
owner had of his Wildcat Buggy. As he remarks, “An hour's 
work with a soldering torch and a couple of springs 
permanently solved the problem.” See how he soldered 
little music wire loops on each clutch shoe? He also cut two 
nails to Winch long and drove them into the back plate to 
serve as pivot pins and shoe retainers. The sketch shows all. 


Anthony Nomellini, 


Ed Koporc, Cortland. Ohio 


A most reliable way of ensuring your battery is charged 


peak is to observe the voltage with a digital voltmeter. 
When the voltage falls by Vw (0.1) volts, the Ni-Cd pack can 
be considered peaked. In the example shown, when the 
voltage drops from 10.56 to 10.46 volts, you have a peaked 
battery. Note how voltmeter is wired across the battery by 
way of the plug. Of course, you could also wire an extra plug 


“A dynamite striping job,” is how our contributor 
describes his efforts. Before painting, he applies automotive 
striping tape to the inside of the body shell. Then, he paints 
up to, or over, the tape on the inside of the shell. The tape 
comes in a variety of colors and the taped and painted 
examples of plastic he sent along were excellent, comprising 


single-color, two-tone, and three-tone paint jobs. 


Fickett, Hanover Park. Illinois 
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Here’s a neat, flexible front spoiler — or air dam 


■to suit a 

Grasshopper or Hornet. Cut the mounting from Winch 
aluminum, then bend where shown. Cut spoiler blade from 


piece of old inner tube, then glue it to the aluminum, 


making sure the black side faces forward. 


This car owner had a problem with the rubber bag over the 
speed controller of his Hornet. Apparently, the bag dragged 
on the pushrod, so he cured it by putting a shoe lace 
grommet in the opening— indicated by the arrow. 

Euilora, 


California 


Sam Duran, San 


Ron lames, 


Kansas 


This simple device will keep your rims from loading up with 
mud. It's a plastic cap from a milk jug! Pushed into the wheel 
rim well, it effectively keeps out the mud and can also be 
painted to resemble the rim locks and mud covers on 
full-scale oval racers. 


cells. This modified flashlight provides a tidy system which 
has good contact between cells. Alligator dip-equipped 
wires are soldered to the (positive) light bulb socket and to 
the (negative) grounding ring on the rear of the reflector. 
The negative wire is brought out through a hole drilled in 


lim McKinley, Vero 


Brad Schaffer. Fair 


Haven. New York 


WHERE CREDIT IS DUE? 


Many of the sketches and ideas we receive 
cannot be used because we cannot tell 
who they're from or because we do not 
receive a complete street address. Please 
be sure your name and complete address 
are clearly printed on each sketch, photo, 
and note you submit, Help us share your 
creative and time-saving ideas with your 
fellow modelers. 


wire ties are semi-permanent and must 


Plastic 

removal. A better method is to use Winch spiral cable wrap, 
available from electrical supply stores. This spiral wrap can 
be re-used indefinitely and gives a neat appearance to your 


California 


Cary McCool, Mountain View, 


wiring. 
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Pemiv * driven Mich their It-scale sprinters dive into the 
first turn. t - ' — - ' 


T HE DIRT was flying as the 
winged sprinters ripped 
around the track. The Delta 
Super Speedway in Lansing, 
Michigan, was hosting the 
Midwest l k Sprint Series. This was the 
third race of the season. Twenty-six '/s- 
scale sprint cars showed up for the final 
tune-up before the Fifth Annual 'A Sprint 
Car Nationals. 

The Midwest % Sprint Series is now in 
its fourth year. These front-engined cars 
are very scale. Approximately 80% of the 
field were Moody Americans, while the 
other 20% were scratch-built. The 
engines used were O.S., OPS, Picco, 
K&B, and one O.S. four-stroke. Most of 
the cars ran MRC (of England) Grand 
Prix tires with the Chevron pattern. A few 
cars used foam slicks on the front to 
reduce oversteer. 

Nine local four-wheel drive, '/x-scale 
gas-powered stock cars also showed up 
to run in a support class. Delta Speedway 
is only a year old and this was the first 
time the '/« Sprint Series had raced there. 
The track is a popular tri-oval shape with 
some banking. The racing surface is 12 to 
15 feet wide. Delta Township built this 


track in one of their parks. It’s a very well 
maintained facility that should feature 
lots of great racing in years to come. 

After separate practice sessions for 
sprints and stocks, the drivers underwent 
timed qualifying runs. One of the two 
Michigan sprint car drivers in the field 
was the first qualifier. Chuck Goff estab- 
lished the track record with his first lap at 
1 0.82 seconds. Goff s lap ended up being 
only fifteenth fastest overall. Roy Moody 
of Illinois set the track record at 9.08 
seconds. Moody’s run came late in qualify- 
ing, on a very dry, slick track. If he had 
run earlier, he might have broken the 
9-second barrier. The surface is hard- 


packed and doesn’t soak up much of the 
water that’s sprayed on. 

In stock car qualifying, Kevin Sherin 
was the fastest driver. Six of the 9 stock 
cars topped Moody’s time. Four-wheel 
drive is hard to beat on a slick surface. 

All of the racers ran three 15 -lap heat 
races. The top performer from each of the 
five sprint car groupings advanced to the 
35-lap main. Bob Rexrode of Ohio won 
all three of his heat races and established 
himself as a favorite in the main. Gary 









Waldheim, also of Ohio, ran the only 
four-stroke motor, and advanced to the 
main. The slick track seemed to be ideal 
for the four-stroke's range of power Dick 
Crawford, Carl Mollitor, and Moody all 
advanced to the main. 

Three 25-lap consies were run, with 





Carl MolliUtr, No. 6, attacks the first turn, fallowed by Gary, No. % and Many 
No. 0, Waldheim. 
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Harold Milclium i No. 21 used front and rear 
wings. 



Left: Tony Rriekner 
powers through the 
first turn. Right: 
Marty Waldheim is 
the driver of No. 0. 


the first and second place cars each 
transferring to the 30-lap semifinals. The 
top two finishers in the semifinals were 
the last two cars to start the 35-lap main 
event. Marty Waldheim and RichStuchel 
fought their way into the main through 
the consies and semifinals. 


The seven-car main had some of the 
best racing of the day. The track was in 
the shade by this time, and the strong 
winds had died down. So the watering of 
the track before the main really improved 
the traction throughout the 35-lap event. 

Moody looked strong in the early part 
of the main, but “brain- fade" dropped 
him from contention. Gary Waldheim 
took the lead in his O.S.- powered four- 
stroke and seemed to have things under 
control. But, out of nowhere, Rexrode 
passed Waldheim on the last lap and beat 
him to the checkered flag. Waldheim 
took second. Martv Waldheim, third. 



Gene VanLancken won the 20-lap 
stock car main in his Picco- powered, 
four- wheel-drive Cobra. Russ Bishop held 
on for second. Chuck Bartholomew fin- 
ished third. The '/» Sprint Nationals will be 
held at Rexrode’s home track. After 
winning four out of four races in the tune- 
up, I’d pick Rexrode to win it all. ■ 
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The two car crushers 
from the Godzilla 
fattory duke it out I 

B OTH the Monster Beetle 
and Blackfoot by 
MRC/Tamiya* have been 
reviewed by the Radio 
Control Car Action staff (June and 
February issues respectively), but we 
thought it would be a neat idea to 
compare these two balloon-tire mud- 
mashers together. 

While the Monster Beetle and Black- 
fool use the same chassis design, the 


Beetle includes several items that you 
should be aware of, to justify the higher 
price of the kit. The Beetle kit includes: 
oil- filled shocks, spiked-tread tires, 
gold-plated wheels, and a rear bumper 
The Blackfoot kit: friction shocks, 
nonspiked tires, yellow wheels, and no 
rear bumper. 

We put together a stock Beetle with 
only one change— we added a Polk’s* 
Aristocraft, 2040R electronic speed con- 
trol, which performed flawlessly 
throughout the test. 

Construction was typical Tamiya 
quality with no problems encountered. 
Hie speed control was mounted on top 
of the servo cover plate for cooling and 
easy accessibility. We found that the 
Beetle was fine in 3-inch-tall grass and 
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ROCK8USTER - 1 / 10 off -food electric R/C car 
Designed for the enty level driver Features 
RS-380 motor, rear differential, soft rubber 
tiers. 3 speed torward/3 speed reverse speed 
controller. Requires a 2 channel radio, and a 
hump battery pock to run (not included) 

Retail 

21331 Kit $59,95 

21343 Assembled $71.95 

21713 Heavy Duty Suspension Kit ....$16.95 


*" *"fer«r » * 


HOPPED- UP ROCKBUSTER - Same basic de- 
sign as above Rockbuster but comes with a 
RS-540 motor, new suspension, bigger tires 
and hubs. Designed for competition 

21772 Kit $81.95 

21719 Assembled $99 95 

CHARGERS » BATTERIES 


was able to run at full power in this 
high-load environment without smoking 
the speed control, though we don’t 
recommend doing this regularly. Next 
stop was to the dirt track for a little 
comparison with the Blackfoot. 

Running the two side by side, we 
could see no appreciable difference in 


speed, as you would expect. The Beetle 
did get through the comers faster, 
principally due to the rears hooking up 
better in the low-traction, loose dirt In 
fact, the tires worked so well, we’d 
suggest that Beetle users get a set of 
Blackfoot rubber so they have a set of 
road tires to save wear on the nubs. 

Over the bumps, the shocks helped 
smooth out the ride, but the big tires 
absorb some of the benefit of the shocks 
as they compress and expand under 
loads. 

In fun racing, the Monster Beetle has 
a big advantage with the large tires. The 
car was able to just run right over any 
car that got in front of it 

We’re glad Tamiya produced the 
Monster Beetle. It’s a little jazzier and 
might catch your eye if you don’t 
happen to be into pick-ups. 

*The following are the addresses of the 
companies mentioned in Otis article. 

MRC I Tamiya, Model Rectifier Corp., 250<) 
Woodbndge Ave., Edison, NJ 08817. 

Polk's Model Craft Hobbies, 346 Bergen 
Ave. Jersey City, NJ 07304. ■ 


The Pro- Ace 1010 charger features - ability to 
charge 4.8-9.6V batteries, adjustable cur- 
rent. mechanical timer, fuse protected cir- 
cuits. discharge, super charge, trickle 
charge. Input source - AC cord or DC ciga- 
rette lighter plug, output - Tamiya connector 
or 2 way universal Jack 

21727 Pro-Ace 1010AC/DC $74.95 

21347 DC Charger with timer $17.95 

21620 AC slow charger $7.95 

21 335 GATES GE“« hump battery $23.95 

21467 GATES GE U * X flat battery S27 95 

21648 Flat Pans, matched battery $27.95 


Call for a complete pans i si lor the Rockbuster cars. At 
prices feted an retail S are sub/ect to change without 
notice. Dealer inquires inriedl 


Blackfoot 


8960 Rossash Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 45236 
Phone: (513) 793-5900 • Telex: 214 557 


excep, for 
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A S A RESULT of the legal 
Vio-scale stock motors hav- 
ing exposed motor brushes, 
a lot of research and tech- 
nology has been put into the 
development of high-performance motor 
brushes and springs. Just changing the 
si/e and shape of the motor brushes has 
an effect on performance as does the type 
of springs used. Now there is as much 
fiddling around with brushes and springs 
as with gear ratios. The following infor- 
mation I hope will clear up any confusion 
as to which brushes should be used under 
what conditions. 

Many companies like Trinity are pro- 
ducing brushes out of new highly conduc- 
tive materials that will last longer than 
“stock" brush material of original motors. 
These new materials will also insure the 
maximum performance from your motor. 



1 1 l/ure I: "Slock " replacement brush. 


Figure 1 shows the Kyosho/ Yokomo 
stock replacement brushes. This is the 
direct-replacement stock brush that fits 
all the open brush motors and is good for 
both stock or modified motors. This brush 
configuration will offer a good-running 
motor with maximum brush life. 

Figure 2 is a “cut brush," a redesigned 
brush that will increase top-end speed in 
modified motors. These work very well in 
oval track motors for both the '/io- and 
l /i 2 -scale cars. 



Itgitn A "( ill brush" fnr ‘if and -scale. 


Figure 3 shows a “timed brush," unex- 
celled for use in stock motors (and they 
conform to R.O.A.R. rules). They’re de- 
signed to increase the timing of the motor, 
which greatly increases rpm. In today’s 
highly competitive stock-class racing 
these are a must! Don’t be shy, the 
competition isn’t. These brushes work so 
well it’s like cheating. 

The next example (Figure 4) is the 
“contour brush" that was developed for 
'/i 2 - scale modified racing. It produces the 
correct power curve for '/i 2 -scale cars 
while providing increased running time 
due to lower drag on the commutator. 
They’re best if made of a soft brush 
compound to assure maximum horse- 
power. 

In Figure 5 the “off- road" brush is 
shown. This brush is made especially for 
off-road racing. It increases the low-end 
punch without effecting the top-end per- 



b'igurr I "Timed brush" far stock motors. 


formance. They should be used only for 
the serious competitor with a car that is 
really hooked up to the track. 

Due to the high heat produced by 
today’s motors, brush-life has been greatly 
reduced. As the brushes heat up, they lose 
all their lubrication and start to score the 
commutator, thereby diiminishing their 
electrical conducting properties. To insure 



figure -I- "I onion r brush" for . nuilificih 


that your motor runs like new for as long 
as possible, I recommend changing Vio- 
scale brushes every three runs and V 12 - 
scale every five to six runs— if you plan to 
win. 

Motor springs also affect the way a 



motor will run. Most commonly, springs 
are found in only two tensions, “lite" and 
heavy, that is. two tensions other than the 
stock spring tension that your motor is 
originally equipped with. Lite springs are 
lighter in tension than the stock springs. 
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They will increase rpm with a slight 
decrease in torque. They will also increase 
running time. Heavy springs, of course, 
have the opposite effect, by giving you 
their best performance on small, tight 
race tracks. 

Now that I have covered some valuable 
information on motor brushes and spring 
tension, let’s go one step further with 
some information on another way of 
insuring good motor performance. If you 
want your motor to perform its best, there 
are a few guidelines to follow. Most 
motors arc already broken in and require 
no additional running to seat those all- 
important brushes. The timing has been 
set at the factory on precision instruments 
to insure the most effective running of the 
particular motor so don’t reset it. Most 
problems are caused by tampering with 
motor timing. If you crank up the timing, 
it increases rpm but also increases motor 
heat, which can lead to a premature 
failure of both brushes and armature. 
Leave the experimenting to the experts. If 
you have the right motor and track' 
conditions for your car, no playing around 
will be necessary. 

Before you run your motor you should 
install capacitors to eliminate any motor- 
induced radio problems. A simple capac- 
itor kit like the Trinity kit #79 will take 
care of these problems. This Ls essential 
when running in a race where the “auto 
count" lap-counting system is being used. 
Be sure that when you install the small 
caps you don’t short the leads out on the 
aluminum end-bell. 

The next step is to use the right gear on 


LARGE CAP GOES FROM + TO 
SIDES Of END-BELL 


MARKED LEG IS - 


INSTALLATION OF 
MOTOR CAPACITORS 



MAKE SURE CAP 
LEADS DONT 
SHORT ON END-BELL 

^P$MALLCAPSGO 
FROM EACH SIDE TO 
CAN OR TIMING 
RING SCREW 


Motor capacitor installation will prevent uncalled-for radio interference. 


your motor. All electric motors have a 
power band that the motor runs best in. 
When you gear the motor correctly you’ll 
get the maximum battery life, good horse- 
power. and minimum heal Gearing a 
motor to have “animal" top end is the 
easiest way to bum-out your motor. This 
makes a motor scream but kills the low- 
end torque, causing the car to bog down 
out of the turns. This causes excess heat 
and leads to shortened motor life. I 
recommend that you start with a 1 1- or 
12-tooth pinion and a car like the RC 10 
if you’re using a modified motor, or, start 
with a 13- or 14-tooth pinion if a stock 
motor is being used. This is just a guide. 
Final gear ratio is determined by the track 
size, surface batteries, and your own 
driving style. 


When you run the motor it’s important 
to keep it as clean as possible Running 
off-road gets lots of dirt inside the motor. 
If this dirt is not cleaned out it will wear 
out the brushes, bearings and commutator. 
The cleaner you keep your motor the 
longer it will run well. At this point 1 must 
warn you about using any “power sprays" 
or “horsepower additives’' in the motor 
They make the motor draw more amper- 
age, use up the batteries and decrease 
motor brush-life. You might be able to 
get away with using them in a stock 
motor for a short while but never use 
them on a modified motor. 

If you take care of your motor it will 
take care of you. Good luck and happy 
motoring! ■ 


The “AMERICAN” by Moody Automotive, Inc. 




RADIO CONTROLLED 1/8 SCALE DIRT SPRINT CAR KIT 

A 

THE ‘AMERICAN" IS 19 MCtES LONG, WEIGHS 6 JS POUNDS AND 
RUNS GREAT AT 45 MLES PER HOUR. 

KIT INCLUDES BEARINGS, OIL-PILLED SHOCKS, NEW DESIGN 
CLUTCH, HARDENED CLUTCH BELL. NICKEL PLATED ROUL CAGE, 
BOOY, ETC- KIT DOES NOT INCLUDE .21 ENGINE AND RADIO. 


PRECISION MACHINED HIGH QUALITY ALUMINUM KIT STARTS AT $575.00 


The “AMERICAN", just a lap ahead of the rest !!! 

MOOOY AUTOMOTIVE, INC 755 ASH ST. FLOSSMOOR, KJJNOIS 60422 TEL. (312)799-5597 


SEND <1.00 FOR CATALOG A NO 
INFORMATION ON OUR ITEM* 
DESIGNED FOR THE MOOCLLEM 
WHO APPRECIATES REALISM 
AND GOOO OVAL RACMG 
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FULL-SCALE SPRINT 

(Continued from page 24) 

Champion Sieve Kinser aboard and is 
currently on tour with the World of 
Outlaws circuit The season begins on 
February 2 1 at Ascot Park in Gardena, 


$ SAVE $ 


R/C Performance Products, R/C Car Kits, 
Batteries, Chargers, Bearings. 

Buy at or below wholesale prices. 

We offer performance and 
price that nobody can beat. 

Dealer inquiries invited. 

$ SAVE $ 

HO-R/C Raceways — John Downing 
250 San Gabriel, Rochester, NY 14610 
(716) 442-9527 • (716) 244-8321 



* c Pilot 

Save money and train in 
Florida. Complete 5-month 
course. Guaranteed 
employment. 

$20,200 reduced to $16,200. 
Call Shields Aviation: 
904-641-5712. 


California, and ends on October 31 at 
Manzanita Speedway in Phoenix, 
Arizona, with 64 other stops in between. 

My opportunity to view these winged 
beasts came when the World of Outlaws 
tour made their stop at the Orange 
County Fairgrounds in Middletown, New 
York. After running some practice laps, 
the outlaws began their qualifying runs to 
determine the pecking older in the 30-lap 
main event. 

One at a time, the outlaw sprint cars 
made their way onto the track. Starting 
with a lap to pick up speed, the driver got 
the green flag which signified that pre- 
cious seconds were ticking away. On the 
edge of Armageddon, these brave war- 
riors brought all 730 horses to life with 
the bark of a Howitzer cannon, hurling 
their winged chariots around the hard- 
packed dirt oval at speeds of up to 140 
miles an hour, with seemingly reckless 
abandon (it actually requires a tremen- 
dous amount of skill). 

After the qualifying times had been 
sorted, each racer found his place in the 
field for the big showdown. Once again, 
the green flag dropped and you could 
almost hear the pedals hit tine floor. 

As the field made the pilgrimage 
around the oval, the engines sang in 
unison, the tires tearing up chunks of the 
track. The battle for the lead was fierce 
with only inches separating the cars from 
each other as the drivers constantly shuf- 
fled the steering wheel, in an effort to 
keep the rear end from coming around 
and passing the front end through the 
comers. After 30 laps of this bump and 
grind, the checkered flag was waved. 

Although Brad Doty of the Coors 


Light Silver Bullet Team didn't finish at 
the head of the pack in Orange County , 
the veteran Steve Kinser driving the No. 

1 1 Coors Silver Bullet took the checkered 
flag, giving the Coors team yet another 
victory. 

One thing that can be said of outlaw 
sprint car racing is that it’s one of the most 
amazing spectacles in the world of auto 
racing, but here you won’t find the elitist 
attitude which is prevalent in many other 
forms of auto racing. If you’re ever 
fortunate enough to get into the pits, 
you’ll know precisely what I’m talking 
about. 

After the race ended, I made my way 
over to the Coors Light trailer of Brad 
Doty, and although they weren’t in the 
best of spirits. Les Kepler, the owner of 
Brad Doty’s No. 1 8 outlaw sprinter, was 
more than happy to take the time to tell 
me about the car. 

If you hear about the World of Outlaws 
tour making a stop near your hometown, 
take the time out to watch it in person. It’s 
down-to-earth racing at its best. ■ 

TRAXXAS CAT 

(Continued from ixigr 27) 

The rear suspension pivots on a ball- 
and-socket arrangement that allows 
bump-induced torque to be absorbed by 
both spring/damper units instead of just 
the spring/damper unit on one side. This 
results is a better bump-handling car. For 
this to work as designed, the ball and 
socket must be kept clean or it w ill bind 
up and cancel the good effect. 

There arc four oil-spring damper units 

( Continued on page Tt4) 
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Keepin’ it all together and within reach 


r U RANSPORTING your valuable R/C 

equipment to and from the race track is of 
great importance. One of the newest entries in 
this area is the Race Case from The Sticky 
Group International*. 

This field box is a wood-based, vinyl-covered unit that 
will house your car, radio, charger, and equipment for the 
track. The case is very sturdy in construction with a heavy- 
duty top handle and locking front latch door. The tool and 
tire storage compartment has a Velcro latch located 
beneath where the car rests during transportation. The 
Velcro keeps this compartment securely closed, and you’ll 
also find a piece of Velcro at the top of the compartment 
which keeps the lid open when necessary. 

The compartment is very roomy, but the clearance 
under the radio and charger compartment forced the 
installation of an additional Velcro strip on the front of the 
radio tray on my box to hold the lip up for easy, hands-free 
access. The production version is now factory-equipped 
with th& piece of Velcro. The radio tray is both deep and 
roomy enough for two radios. I always take two radios and 
two chargers along to the track, and the charger 


compartment accommodates them both rather easily. 

Storage space was great for my '/io- and '/u-scale cars, 
however, tructe, cars with a high roof wing, and my '/io- 
scale Grand National car didn’t fit The Grand National car 
did fit once the body was removed and put in the case at a 
slightly upward angle to compensate for its length. 

The front fold-down cover Is a decent size, and makes 
a great mini work table. Initially, I propped anything I 
could find under the front of what has now become my 
portable work table to level the surface. 1 discovered that 
the locking hasp, when extended in the down position, was 
almost the perfect height for this task. 

The Race Case is a fine and sturdy field box that’ll 
provide good security with its key lock latches. 

*Ihe following companies are the distributors of the Race 

Case: 

Frank Tiano Enterprises, 2460 Southwest 85th Terrace, Davie, e, 
FL 33324. 

House of Balsa, 20130 Suae Ril, Cerritos CA 90701. 

Robart 310 North 5 th Street St Charles IL 601 74. ■ 
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Pacesetter Vaporizer 



by the RADIO CONTROL CAR ACTION STAFF 


Break out the nitromethane 'cause 
the 1/4-scale Top Fuelers are here! 



w 


HATS AS LONG as a Cadillac limousine, 
lighter than a Mustang GT, produces more 
horsepower than twelve Corvettes, and 
accelerates faster than an F- 14 Tomcat on a 
steam catapult? A top-fuel dragster! 

In the world of drag racing, the top-fueler, or “rail." holds 
the ace as fastest in the sport These cars run on a mixture of 
fuel made of mostly nitromethane. When this fuel is pumped 
through the supercharged, fuel-injected big-block hemi 
engines, they produce more horsepower than any internal 
combustion engine their size (around 3,000 hp). 

During the pre-race ritual, the top- fueler rolls through the 
“water hole." Then, the pedal hits the floor, burning off 
hundreds of miles’ worth of rubber in just 300 feet Although 
this may seem a bit extreme, it serves a vital purpose. The 


“burnout” warms up the tires to allow for the best possible 
traction. 

Now the time has come, the driver aims his land missile 
toward the finish line. The battle begins, a battle against two 
rivals — his competitor — and the clock. 

With the green light, the top-fueler explodes off the line 
with breakneck speed and in a matter of just seconds, the 
finish line is crossed at more than 270 mph. This 
accomplishment gives a new definition to the phrase, “pushing 
it to the limit!" 

In the R?C racing community, the latest trend seems to 
be toward the wild world of dragin'. With the newest 'A-scale 
entry, the Vaporizer from Pacesetter Products*, you can reap 
the rewards of racing a full-scale fueler without the potential 
health hazard of being on board. (Continued on pop #)> 
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Quadra Q50 equipped with 
magneto spark ignition. 




Vaporizer Dragster ' 
skeleton, shows the 

sleek lines of this '•dL 
machine. 
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T here are a lot 

of sprint car 
conversion kits 
out in the world 
designed to 

transform a 'Ao-electric off- 
road car into an outlaw oval 
racer, but this article and 
plans describe a scratch- 
built, simple Vto-racer that 
you can build from the 
ground up. 

The chassis shown here 
is a further development 
of one originally published 
in Model Airplane News in 


Scratch-build this 
1/10 sprint car. 


lightweight 


1 98 1 as part of an article on a 'A 2 - scale Vega 
Modified 

Since that time, the availability of the basic 
motor pod has evaporated, and the model 
shown here requires metal-forming ability as 
well as wire- forming and machining 
to complete it. 

The car shown has raced 
successfully on asphalt and carpet, 
and has had moderate success on 
dirt, when it has a smooth, tacky 
surface. The car is sprung only by 
the flexibility of the music-wire 
frame, and it needs a reasonably 
smooth lunning surface to operate 
competitively. 

CONSTRUCTION requires the 
use of a small milling machine and 
a lathe for some of the small round 
parts. The drawings are reasonably 
complete, and the parts are not 
complex, so construction should be 
relatively easy. 

Get a sheet-metal shop to form- 
up the U-shaped chassis channel 
and then drill the holes as shown in 




■■ 





the details. Finally, saw, file, 
and form the channel into the 
shape shown in the detail 
drawings. 

Make the roll cage out of 
'/a-inch wire. It can be made 
of welding rod or mild steel 
wire, but you can also make 
it from music wire though it 
is harder to work with. The 
joints in the roll cage can be 
soldered with Sta-Brite 
solder, but I really recom- 
mend they be silver-soldered 
so that all of your 
tedious wire-bending 
can be pre- 
served. You can add 
a lot of body protec- 
tion by adding the 
rear push bars 
around the tail of the 
car. 

Side nerf bars pass 

through the chassis (one from each side) and are clamped 
together at each side by a large set collar. The front ends are 
attached to the '/s-inch-music-wire chassis with plastic cable 
ties as shown in the drawings. 

Assembling the car follows a "shis- kebab" method. All of 
the parts are slid onto the '/s-inch-music-wire frame (no mild 
steel) in the proper order, and when all the screws are 
tightened in the set collars, the car begins to take shape. 

After chassis assembly, the front axle should twist easily 
along the centerline of the car, causing the frame rails to rotate 
all of the way to the back of the car. All of the collars, spacers, 
etc., should allow the chassis wire to twist freely through the 
spacers and the rear roll cage support — no binds allowed. 


Order ,l ** * » 
Full-Size 

UHAKUtK 

#CA1087 $10.00 

Scratch-build your own 
’/«rscale electric 
asphalt/carpet outlaw 
sprint car. This super 
lightweight sprung 
chassis is constructed of 
flexible music wire. 
Changeable wheelbase 
allows use with 
different style bodies. 

To order your plan, 
send $10.00 (price 
includes postage) to 
Radio Control Car 
Action Plans, 632 
Danbury Rd., Wilton, 
CT 06897 


Now cut a piece of %2-inch plastic to make a floor for the 
battery space and provide a platform for the steering servo. Be 
sure and use a Kimbrough* servo saver on the output pf the 
servo. Fasten the plastic floor to the underside of the front axle 
mount to secure it to the chassis. Mount the steering servo 
with double-sided tape and a plastic cable tie to the Vu-inch 
floor. 

T o mount the body, the nose piece is attached to the chassis 
with a front body mount post and snaps over the roll cage 
mounts that project through the chassis channel. Put holes in 
the body to fit over the roll cage mounts. 

The tail is mounted to chassis channel with two screws 

(Continued on page 103) 
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, speed control. 


Rear view'of the Charger shows 
wing mounting hardware and 
rear chassis detail. Sole tire stag- 
ger and custom-cut treads on 
Advance l'ng~ '.it -scale slicks. 
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Cox Bandito with Craft-Air sound 
and light system installed. Sole 
bright headlights, rhoto sensor 
automatically turns light on and Off. 


by MIKE LEE 


HIS MONTH I want to start 
out with a safety message to 
all drivers who run electric 
cars, about 85% of all radio- 
control car enthusiasts. 

Batteries are sometimes victims of bad 
judgement, as when the owner doesn't 
want to spend the money to purchase the 
proper device to charge his 6-cell pack 
Most of you know, I hope, that you use a 
charger designed to safely charge a 6- or 
7-cell pack from either a 1 2-volt source 
or a 1 10- volt AC outlet. 

A driver may attempt to charge hLs 
battery with a straight wire from his 12- 
volt car battery directly to the pack. The 
result: an exploded cell with the rest of the 
pack damaged beyond further use. Batter- 
ies can explode like bombs when mis- 
treated. The cell casing may be able to 
contain the explosion and only allow the 
insides to push out of the top of the cell; if 
the casing won’t contain the blast, ouch! 

When you use electric products, you 
must treat them with respect. Use only 
safe and approved devices for charging 
and utilizing your electric racing pro- 
ducts. On commercially bought chargers, 
look for lire UL label as the symbol of a 
safe appliance. If you accidentally cut a 


wire or cause the wiring to lose the 
insulation, don't use it until it is repaired 
and determined safe. If in doubt as to 
whether it is safe to use. let an experi- 
enced electrician check it ouL Electricity 
plays no favorites and has no mercy to the 
ignorant. It can kill you. Don’t be a 
statistic. 

A new product this month is from the 
guys at Craft- Air* (not a name that has 
been associated with the car scene for 
very long). We received from Craft-Air 
the Sound and Lighting System for cars, 
and you've got to see and hear this thing 
to believe it. 

The system starts with a sound system 
in the shape of a chromed beer- keg-style 
gas tank. This gas tank mounts in any 
traditional place on the car and is wired 
into the main power line to the battery. 
The chromed design looks pretty classy 
on most desert cars. In use, the Sound 
System produces a nice and audible put- 
pul-putter-pul that mimicks the sound of 
a Volkswagen engine with a high- 
performance cam. The neat thing about it 
is that as your car moves out, the sound 
revs with the motor of your car. The faster 
you go. the more revs you hear! 
Awesome. 


The other part of the system is the 
Lighting Set. Now this is a complete gas! 
The Lighting System is a self-contained 
system that features two bullet headlights 
that have very bright and focused beams. 
Yes, I said focused. That means that the 
lights look like real headlights on the 
road. And they’re bright! They wire into 
the main battery just like the Sound 
System, and get this, they have their own 
light sensor! Yup, a light sensor that 
detects when it is dark enough outside to 
need the lights. This little bugger keeps 
the lights off when there’s plenty of light 
to watch the car run, but when the sun 
goes down.Jt’s night driving time! 

Can you imagine it. a whole new era in 
racing is now really possible with the 
Craft-Air Lighting system. The whole 
lighting system with sensor weighs 
maybe an ounce. The light-sensing cir- 
cuit with sensor will barely occupy a 
nickel and can be taped into position on 
the inside of the body. It will easily fit into 
any ‘/i 2 - or '/io- scale race car. and it would 
be possible to fit them into scale positions 
on Vi 2 -scale closed-coupe cars, like the 
Porsche 962. Craft-Air also tells us that 
the lighting system will be available 
separately by the time you read this. For 
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information and details, call Craft-Air 
and tell them the “Inside Track” gave you 
the inside story. 

This month we’re going to discuss a 
little bit on speed controllers, mainly the 
electronic types. If you have stayed with 
Radio Control Car Action, you may have 
seen our article on electronic speed con- 
trollers and the variety of controllers 
available right now. This market will be 
one of the fastest growing markets as 
technology makes the controllers not 
only more efficient, but far cheaper as 
well. 

The big advantage of using the elec- 
tronic speed controller is the fact that the 
response time from the transmitter to the 
wheels is almost instantaneous. These 
buggers make throttle response so incred- 
ibly quick that you may soon forget how 
to use that throttle with finesse. You 
actually end up blipping the trigger 
around the track rather than smoothly 
pulling on the throtde. That’s all right, as 
long as that style fits the track. But, by the 
same token, this instant response time 
will tell you if you really need finesse in 
your driving style on the road. Road 
racing vehicles won’t tolerate being 
blipped around the track, the result being 
a spin-out almost every time you try 
blipping it 

You’ll change your style of driving 
drastically when you convert to the elec- 
tronic box. The overall result will be a 
much better driver who can now master 
the art of rolling onto the throttle rather 
than hitting the Banzai switch. 

Another benefit of the electronic speed 
controller is the fact that there are no 


especially if you play the competition 
game. An electronic unit can cut precious 
seconds off of the lap times you do. 
Seconds add up to laps, and that is what 
wins the races. 

As you can see, the electronic speed 
controllers are quite an investment. They 
are utterly fast to respond, they have no 
moving parts to fool with, they save lots 
of space and weight, and they make you 
faster on the track. If you find that an 
electronic speed controller is for you, then 
here are a few tips to remember. 

1. Never install an electronic speed 
controller without completely understand- 
ing the instructions. These buggers can 
get real violent if you hook one up wrong 
and apply power to them. 

2. If you have an electronic speed 
controller with a reverse speed, never 
shift from forward directly into reverse 
speed without first allowing the car to 
slow down for at least a second. This 
reversing action really destroys control- 
lers and is the leading cause of failure. 
(The reverse is true as well.) 

3. Never use a battery with more cells - 
than the speed controller is rated for. If the 
controller says 7.2 volts, then stick to a 
6-cell battery. This is another leading 
cause of controller failure. 

4. Pay attention to the amperage 

( Continued on page IS8j 


moving parts in the system. No more 
wipers that arc against the resistor plate. 
No more cleaning off the plate where 
carbon has built up to the point the con- 
tacts won’t work. No more hot resistors 
to bum your fingers on. The electronic 
speed controller is a clean little box that 
might get warm, but does a heck of a job 
without requiring maintenance after the 
initial set-up. 

The electronic types will save you lots 
of room. Most units draw their power 
directly from the main battery. From the 
controller, you normally end up with 
power to the motor and to the receiver. 
That means the elimination of the 4-cell 
radio receiver pack (if you still use it). 
Overall, it also means one less servo, 
resistor plate, mounting hardware, wiper, 
wiring, and other garbage. The electronic 
speed controllers, even the larger 
transistor-driven ones, will occupy less 
space than the original radio system with 
resistor speed plate. 

There is a price to pay for all this 
convenience. Most electronic speed con- 
trollers cost from $75 on up. That’s a lot 
to cough up for us sports fans. But once 
you try one out and find out just what one 
can do for you, you’ll find that it does 
justify itself in price versus convenience. 
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TRAXXAS CAT 

(Continued from page 48) 

supplied, factory-assembled, one for each 
wheel, and they’re adjustable for stiffness. 

The Cat has a wide, sturdy front 
bumper that bolts directly to the chassis. 
This should save possible front-end dam- 
age when the driver gets a little wild or 
when the car gets clipped in a race. In 
addition, there’s lots of steering lock-to- 
lock, due to a servo hom designed specifi- 
cally for this car. The tie-rods are sturdy 
and the ball connectors of high quality. 

And wait until you see the axles and the 
front-end pivot shaft. I don’t think anyone 
will bend them in anything approaching 
normal race use, yet the car weighs in 
(without 7.2-volt battery) at only 44.6 
ounces. 

I was pleased with the way the bevel 
gears are held inside the spur gear (see 
illustration). This can be a trouble spot on 
some cars but not on the Cal. The 
designers simply bolted the assembly 
together so there’s no chance of the bevel 
gears coming out of the spur gear and 
jamming the rear end. Moreover, the 
differential cases are bolted together 
rather than screwed as the screws can 
Strip OUt. (Continued on page 66) 


The Northern California 
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• PRODUCT DEMONSTRATIONS 

• STATIC DISPLAYS 

• MONEY-SAVING OPPORTUNITIES 

• VALUABLE PRIZES 

For more information, write to: 

R/C HOBBY EXPO ’87 

36 Harold Avenue, #22, San Jose, California 95117 


See the widest variety of radio 
controlled products all under 
one roof! 


OCTOBER 9-10-11, 1987 

Santa Clara Convention Center 

5001 Great America Parkway, Santa Clara, CA 


FRIDAY - Trade Only Day! 

10:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

Not open to the public - Admittance w/ a valid business card only 

SATURDAY - Open To The Public 

10:00 AM to 6:00 PM 

SUNDAY - Open To The Public 

10:00 AM to 5:00 PM 


TO EXHIBIT CALL: (408) 296-5511 

Admission $5.00 ($1.00 off with this ad) 
Children under 8 years old are admitted free! 
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TRAXXAS CAT 

(Continued from page 64) 

Finally, the well-designed chassis com- 
pletely covers the receiver and speed 
controller and seals out the dirt and dust. 
Everything should last a lot longer. 

Traxxas also shipped their new two- 
channel radio, No. 2001, which ! used 
with the Cat. 

Again there were some unusual fea- 
tures normal to more expensive units. 
According to Mike Jenkins at Traxxas. 
the transmitter output is a full 750 mW. 
I'm sure this accounts for the solid control 
at ranges beyond normal use. The trans- 


SAVE BY MAIL OR IN PERSON 


FUTABA 

S-32H MINI G CONNECTOR HIGH SPEED SERVO 32.99 

MC10T ELECTRONIC G CONNECTOR SPEED CONTROL 

6-9.6 VOLT 75 AMP NO REVERSE 94.99 

MC6B ELECTRONIC SP/CONTROL W/REVERSE 6-7.2 V 40 AMP 99.99 

NMB BEARING SETS 

1022 RC10 (16 BEARINGS) 42.95 

1023 OPTIMA (12 BEARINGS) 24.99 

1024 FROG, BLACKF00T, MONSTER BEETLE (8) 14.99 

1026 GRASSHOPPER, HORNET (10) 18.95 

1027 ULTIMA (14) 29.99 

1030 BIG BEAR (8) 15.95 

1035 FALCON, STRIKER (12) 19.99 

NOVAK 

1410 NESC4 ECONOMY SP/C0NTR0L FUTABA 

NO REVERSE "G” CONNECTOR 69.55 

NESC1 DELUXE ELECTRONIC SP/C0NTR0L 

NO REVERSE FUTABA TYPE G 114.95 

NHSI SP/CONTROL HEAT SINK 12.99 


MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO 

HOBBY HOUSE INC. 

8208 MERRIMAN 
WESTLAND, Ml 48185 
(313) 425-9720 


RETAIL CUSTOMERS 
PLEASE BRING THIS AD 

CHECK VISA 
MO MASTERCARD 


ADD $2.00 
SHIPPING 
MICHIGAN 
RESIDENTS ADD 
4«/o TAX 


mitter also is equipped with servo- 
reversing switches. In addition, it has a 
unique throttle-stick neutral lever that 
changes the position of neutral when used 
with a gas car. 

The radio system features plug-m cry- * 
stals for bands I to 6 in the 27 MHz band. 

The receiver has a built-in battery 
eliminator circuit: Just connect it to a 7.2- 
volt pack and forget it. 

PERFORMANCE. The photos were 
taken during track-testing of the Cat. The 
RS-540S motor, supplied with capacitors 
already soldered, performed like a champ 
right out of the box and the car handled 
the bumps and jumps of the track as well 
as any other entry-level car I’ve driven. 

And like all entry-level cars I’ve driven, 
the Cat has problems in bumpy turns 
when it runs out of suspension travel. The 
rear end swings out, and if the driver is not 
careful, the car will spin out...quickly. 

But on smoother turns I could get the 
Cat to understeer (the car ran wide) or 
oversteer (the rear end started to come 
around). Either condition is easily con- 
trolled with the throttle and steering. 
When you have a car that exhibits both 
oversteer and understeer, you can usually 
get it to handle well. 

I believe a little time spent tuning the 
suspension and learning how the Cat 
likes to be driven will result in competitive 
lap times. 

The car jumps well, but for racing I’d 
add more rear wing by attaching one of 
the many aftermarket wings to the posts 
that support the rather small stock wing 
of the Cat. On long, high-speed jumps a 
larger wing tends to keep the rear of the 

(Continued on page 83) >3) 


CAR CARRIER/GEAR TOTE 


Description: 

Carry your car and all your 
equipment In style with this 
rugged 19" x 12" x 7" 
waterproof nylon bag with 3 
large zippered compartments 
and shoulder strap. Comes in 
RED, ROYAL, GREEN, NAVY, 
BLACK and BURGUNDY. 



To Order 

Send the color of the bag you 
want with your name, address 
and telephone number along 
with $19.95 + $2.50 postage 
and handling for each bag to: 
IMAGE MAKERS, P.O. Box 
1045, Greens Farms, CT 06436 
or call 203-335-6626. We also 
accept MasterCard and VISA 


$19.95 


IMAGE MAKERS can supply your club or organization with 
custom imprinted jackets • shirts • hats • patches, etc. 
with no minimum and no set-up charges. 

Call for free information kit today. 203-335-6626. 


$19.95 


66 RADIO COICTROL CAR ACTION 



B ACK IN THE June ‘87 issue, TJ. Lyn presented his 
evaluation of the four-wheel-drive version of the 
United Model Products* Coyote. Since this is a 
review/evaluation of the two- wheel -drive version, 
which differs from the four-wheel drive only in that 
one differential (front) assembly and the drive shaft are deleted, 
Lyn's comments, along with those that follow, should provide 
you with a comprehensive look at the kit. 

THE KIT. The Coyote chassis consists of two stamped- 
aluminum side frames connected by injection- molded cross 
pieces. This forms the frame to which all the running gear is 
attached. The 6-volt battery pack is unique in that it is split into 
3-cell “sticks,” each of which is attached via molded clips to the 
aluminum side-frame member. This is a great way to distribute 
weight effectively and utilize normally wasted space but may 
present some problem for the racer who wants to run 7.2- or 
8.4-volt packs 

After getting into actual assembly, the thought put into the 
design becomes apparent...everything is robust! No cutting 
comers here. The tie rods, for example, are massive by 
comparison to the assemblies on other vehicles I’ve built. This 
philosophy extends throughout the car. 


BY 

RICH 

URAVITCH 
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The layout of the chassis utilizes the in-line motor place- 
ment rather than the usual sidewinder arrangement This makes 
gear changes, drive gear alignment, and even motor changes 
easier to accomplish. 

The suspension is double-wishbone with coil-over oil-filled 
adjustable shocks. Adjustable rods simplify chassis- tuning for 
course variations. 

I used the optional ball bearings set everywhere on the 
chassis. F m convinced that they make a tremendous difference in 
the performance of these racers. 

ASSEMBLY. Assembling the differential is a challenge, 
and probably the most frustrating step in the build-up process. 
After numerous, unsuccessful attempts at holding the four gears 
together, inserting them into the case and then trying to insert the 
pins and half shafts from two different directions, I decided to use 
a drop of Zap to hold the gears together while installing them as 
an assembly. It made all the difference in the world! After 
assembly. Zap Remover was used to clean things up, some 
lubrication applied, and the assembly worked like a charm! 

The front- and rear-suspension A-arnr installation took a 
bit of figuring out. 1 think 1 disassembled them at least four times 
each, trying to understand the geometry. I guess it's okay now — it 
seems to work well. When installing the suspension balls, which 
snap into molded receptacles on the A-frames, be sure they’re 

I Continued on page I OS) 
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HF COSMO is Kyosho’s newest offering for ^ough Great Planes 

car enthusiast «**" «T 

Model Distributors* In many are. inde pendent suspension and 

S design time-proven Mabu^i RS- 

oil-filled spring-over sh^ . arrangem ent, which drives 

540S motor in a sidewinde , • hefty gearbox. The rear 

oStearing/drive housing for “ f ^J^ n ically atrarti^ 

m ain required radio equrpmen, and 


Kyosho lights 
the boosters with 
suspension 
refinements of 

this design. 

by RICH URAVITCH 



packs. The rear (drive) tires are the 
widely used “knobby" variety, which 
provide serious bite when overtaking 
your opponent in that sweeping, 
loose-dirt right-hander! The front tire 
have straight-grooved tread, to help 
keep you heading in the commanded 
direction. 

That summarizes most of the 
chassis pieces except the "special 
racing clutch.” which minimizes 
wheel spin and further improves 
traction. One advantage of this little 


device is its ability to prevent > 

electrical damage to the RS-540 when 

you land after leaping obstacles. It's the most 

complicated piece to assemble on the Cosmo, and 

it s not that difficult, but the illustration can be confusing. 

Like the suspension, the special racing clutch is 
adjustable to suit track conditions. Adjustment is done by 
either adding or deleting three O-rings, which increases or 
decreases clutch slippage based on your requirements. Our 
test Cosmo was set-up mid-range (two O-rings) and worked 
well on loose and relatively flat dirt surfaces. 

A 20-page assembly manual/parts list speeds things up and 
with the exception of the aforementioned clutch build-up process 
provides clear and well-illustrated instructions. An extra bit of help in the 
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NIGHT RIDIN’ WITH CRAFT-AIR 

B ACK IN MY DAYS of slot car racing, the most fun I ever had 
was in ihe all-night enduro races. I called home, got permission to 
stay at the track all night, and gave my light-equipped cars a pre-race 
check. 

Today, thanks to Craft-Air*, we can enjoy all-night enduro 
excitement with our '/to- and Vt 2 -scale racers. 

The Craft-Air system has a genuine beam, red tail light, auto 
On/Off ambient light sensor, and uses just a miniscule amount of 
current. Get yourself a pit crew, a good battery rotation system, and the 
Craft- Air lighting system; another aspect of R/C racing lun will be had 
for both yourself and your club to enjoy. 

*77w following is the adilress of the company mentioned in this article 
Cruft-Air, 6860 Cunhy Ave. No. 1 20, Reseda, CA 91 335 . ■ 
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RACING CLUTCH ASSEMBLY 

1 . 


CLUTCH 

O-RING 


Install Clutch 
O-ring as 
shown. 



Insert Pilot Shaft 
through Clutch Bell. 


CLUTCH 

SHOE 

MOUNT 


2 Insert Clutch Shoe 
,* Mount into the 
^ ^Clutch Bell. 

INCORRECT 



LEAD BALL 
(No. 3) 


CLUTCH SHOE 
(No. 3) 


^ Insert Lead Balls 




Install the clutch 
shoes as shown 
in the illustrations 
below. 


5 Install the 
• M2x6 Screws. 

M2x6 SCREW 




Place the 
Clutch 
Shoes with 
the face 
that the lead 
Balls are 
inserted 
pointing 
upward. 


Note difference in 
clutch shoe mount 
► orientation. 

CORRECT 



Note discrepancy of clutch shoe mount orientation and he sure yours is installed correctly. 


manual is the suspension tuning instruc- 
tions, over- and understeer adjustments, 
and various maintenance recommenda- 
tions. 

I chose not to use the BEC (battery 
eliminator circuit) in my Cosmo, since 
the Kyosho Pulsar Pro 2000 radio I used 
was borrowed from another car, and 1 
didn't want to alter it. Besides, there's' 
plenty of room for the four AA pencell 
batteries, and I don’t think the extra 
weight hurt— it may have even helped 
traction by placing a bit more weight near 
the rear-end-drive wheels. 

The Cosmo's body is molded in clear 
polycarbonate, and requires only trim- 
ming to a molded line and scuffing the 
inside prior to painting. Remember to 
mask the windows before you scuff 
Nearly any type of paint will adhere to a 
scuffed polycarbonate body. I chose 
Testors paint for plastics, which worked 
fine. The acrylics that are designed for 
R/C car use have an advantage; they’re 
water-based and don't smell up the house 
like lacquer or enamel. 

Kyosho lists a number of options for 
the Cosmo which bear looking into— 
motors, tires, wheels, various-viscosity 
shock oils, motor covers, side guards, and 
ball bearing sets. I used ball bearing set 
No. H-002. which consisted of a dozen 
units correctly sized for the front wheels, 
gearbox, counter gear, and rear-suspen- 
sion arms. Based upon past experience, 
this set is the single most important 
performance improvement item you can 


add. Couple these with a killer motor and 
you’re in! 

My now “nearly stock” Cosmo was 
ready to go...or was it? It had bearings, a 
hot motor, a neat paint job — but was still 
semi-trick. This machine needed to be 
dressed up, know what 1 mean? It needed 
some lights, action...right? 

The roof of the Cosmo now houses a 
set of Craft-Air* double-ended, high- 
illumination road lamps, white in front, 
red in back— these things look great! 
Want to really see what a hot wheel you 
are? Hang these on your car and try night 
racin'. It’s a whole different experience. 

The system hook-up is easy, and in- 
cludes a light sensor which keeps the 
lights off in the daytime and turns ’em on 
in the dark. The barrel-shaped thing that’s 
hung on the rear of the Cosmo is another 
Craft-Air goodie, a sound synthesizer. It 
uses an electronic sensor (pickup) at- 
tached to the motor, which feeds an 
amplifier. The sound plays through a 
miniature speaker that’s housed in the 
barrel. Like the lighting system, the wiring 
is simple. You’ll end up playing around to 
find the best location for the motor- 
mounted pickup, but. once complete, it 
sounds neat, very much like an engine 
idling that picks up intensity as you apply 
throttle. 

Taking the Cosmo out to our test area, 
we created an imaginary course and 
developed some test procedures to check 
handling, spin resistance, suspension, and 
acceleration. The first thing we noticed 


was that the racing clutch worked great! 
During straight-line acceleration, wheel 
spin was minimal, which meant the power 
wasn’t wasted. However, the other thing 
we quickly noticed was that the steering 
was much too sensitive. We had set it up 
per the instructions by using the hole in 
the steering servo saver farthest away 
from the center. This provided the most 
throw, so we moved it to the hole closest 
to the center, reducing the throw by 
nearly half — enough for any road course, 
but much less sensitive for straight-line 
work. Doing a series of left-to-right turns 
at various speeds, we noticed the suspen- 
sion needed a bit of stiffening, so we 
adjusted the shocks according to the 
instructions. It took about six runs to get 
things sorted out, but now the Cosmo 
responds exactly the way I like it, and is 
one of the “friendlier” cars in my garage. 

At last count, Kyosho had a dozen 
electric off-road and flat-track cars avail- 
able, the Cosmo being one of the most 
recent additions. I'd categorize this body 
as well-suited to the novice or inter- 
mediate racer. It’s uncomplicated, easy to 
assemble, and very rugged, meaning 
you'll spend more time racing than main- 
taining, especially if you add the Craft- 
Air lighting system. Fast, dependable, and 
reliable...have you driven one lately? 

*The following are the addresses <>/ the he < 
companies mentioned in this article: 

Great Planes Model DisL, P.O. Box 4021. '27, 
Champaign. IL 61820. 

Cruft- Air. 6860 Canby Ave, Reseda, CA ZA 
91335. B 
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Wheels: Aluminum (Advant 
Engineering) 

Battery: Trinity 7-cell 
Motor. Reedy Modified 


RBSIFab equipped with Tekin speed controller and Trinity 
7-celL 


SPECIFICATIONS 

RBSFAB 

Base Kit RC10 

Chassis: Aluminum pan 

Roll Bars: Anodized aluminum 



SPECIFICATIONS 

Big Boy Toys 

Base Kit: RC10 

Chassis: Fiberglass 

Roll Bars: Polished aluminum 

Body: Lexan 

Wings: Aluminum (aftermarket) 
Differential: RC10 (w/ Trinity 64 
pitch gears) 

Tires: Intermediate (Advance 
Engineering) 

Wheels: lightweight (Advance 
Engineering) 

Battery: Trinity 7-cell 
Motor Trinity Modified 
Radio: Futaba Magnum 
Speed Control: Futaba MC-9 
Electronic 

Servo: Futaba FP-135S 
Test Weight 70 ounces 
Wheelbase: 9 7 /e inches 


Body: Lexan 
Wings: Aluminum 
Differential: RC10 (w/TeamLosi 
steel diff. tube) 

Tires: Chevron (Advance 
Engineering) 


Radio: Futaba Magnum 
Speed Control: Tekin ESC- 3 
Electronic 

Servo: Futaba FP-135S 
Test Weight 69 ounces 
Wheelbase: 10 Vi Inches 
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SPECIFICATIONS 
American Racing 
Base Kit: RC10 
Chassis: Aluminum pan 
Roll Bars: Aluminum 
Body: ABS plastic 
Wings: Lexan 
Differential: RC10 (stock) 
Tires: Foam 
Wheels: Aluminum 
Battery: Trinity 7-ceil 
Motor Trinity Gold 
Radio: KO EX-5 
Speed Control: KO CX II Rm-7 
Electronic 




Servo: KO PS 51S 
Test Weight: 67 ounces 
Wheelbase: 10 inches 



Futaba 135 at left and Futaba S28 in 
background. Note size difference. 


installation, the Big Boy Toys and the • 
RBS kits involve simple transfers, with 
the American requiring modifications. 
Here the American kit recommends you 
reverse the rear suspension and gear case 
assembly. To do this you’ll have to 
remove the top portion of the motor 
mounting plate, then install the upper 
differential shaft and motor plate onto the 
gear case from the opposite side shown in 
the RC10 manual. You might not have 
followed that, but we assure you the 
finished product works like a champ and 


is a neat modification. The only other 
exception with the rear suspensions is that 
the Big Boy Toys recommends you install 
a set of Associated No. 6448 shocks, 
which are their long front shocks. 

Overall, with the mentioned excep- 
tions, all three kits have pre-drilled mount- 
(Continued on page 85) 


Futaba MC9 speed control and 
the KO CX-// (RM-7) were two 
of the performance choices. Both 
handled 8.4- volt battery packs 
and modified motors with ease. 


The starting point for all our 
conversions, the RCIO. 
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Triple Crown 
for Indy carsis 
* * made up ot 500 - 

mile races at 

Indianans Motor 

Speedway, Pocono 

Michig^ln^^S,^ 


ItoMP 

by RICH HEMSTREET 


-side at over 200 mph for 500 miles 
up the latest Kyosho* Pla/ma Mk I 
mn in a '/.-scale triple crown. Whi 
won t run 200 mph. I wouldn't 

co m p e fc a f nS " hePI " m “ in,, ' J ' S 

«v .. TH . E J aT - Kyosho always doe; 
excellent job of packaging their kits. ' 
parts are separated into five bags, and 
contents of each bag are illastrated j 
■ f described on the last two pages of 

16 -page instruction book. 

The- Plazma is a lightweight, tv 
wheel-drive, Vi -scale racer. T 
independent front suspension consists 
soil springs on each king pin. The Ire 



% % 

1/12-scale 

Triple 

Crown Flyer! 



spring 



axle offers variable castor angle adjustment The rear 
suspension is provided by a monoshock that controls the 
flex of the motor and axle pod. The differential is a 
geared type unit The only ball bearings in the kit are the 
pair that support the rear axle. 

The car comes with a clear Can-Am-style KS-2 body. I 
used a Parma* Lola T-700 Indy car body. The kit also 
includes a LeMans 600E motor. 

CONSTRUCTION. The instructions contain very 
detailed drawings of every step of construction. Be sure to 


a wide variety of servos, it doesn’t hold up well, and 
it doesn’t always return to center. I installed a 
Kimbrough* servo saver instead of the stock unit 
The large shock on the rear of the car is easy to 
build and, once built, works very smoothly. When 
you paint the KS-2 body, be sure you recognize that 
the wing is molded into the rear panel. Cut this 
panel out before you paint the body, then paint the 
wing separately. 

PERFORMANCE. The car is really quick off the 
line. Geared differentials don't tend to 
slip under heavy acceleration. And 
because of the rear monoshock, the 
rear tires really stick to the track. 

By changing the castor angle of the 
front suspension, you can adjust how 


4 


use the screw-locking cement everywhere it is 
indicated. I suggest using petroleum jelly for 
lubricating the differentia) gears in step five. 

The speed-control resistor is very lightweight 
and prewired, but I chose to install one of Futaba’s 
new MC-9 Competition Electronic Speed 
Controllers. I used a Futaba FP-R2H micro- 
receiver and S-32H servo for steering. This radio 
system is very light and easy to install. 

Before installing the motor, you should be sure 
to break it in, for peak performance. Run the 
mote* for three to six hours on a 3-volt source. Be 
sure to occasionally apply a drop of light oil to 
each bushing. 

One weakness I’ve found in Kyosho kits is the 
servo saver. While the servo saver can be used on 

% % * * 




quickly the Plazma turns. More angle slows down 
the steering while it increases straight-line stability. 
Less castor angle makes the steering quicker. This 
adjustment is really helpful in tuning the Plazma 
for racing at different tracks. 

The Futaba MC-9 speed control gives excellent 
throttle response. This new unit should show up in 
a lot of race cars. 

For running a high-speed oval, I pulled out the 
LeMans 600E and installed a super-potent 
Dymond* Red #1 oval motor. This motor has 16 
winds and revs at 30,000 rpm. It’s the way to fly 

(Continued on page 1 04) 
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TRAXXAS CAT 

(Continued from page 66) 

car down and makes for a better landing. 
It also supplies down-force that increases 
traction; but be sure to keep the wing 
angle less than 45° or you’ll end up with 
more drag than down- force. 

As I said at the start, I really like this 
car. Compared with entry-level cars of 
just a year or so ago, the Cat wins hands 
down. 

*The following is the address of the company 
mentioned in this article: 

Traxxas Corp.. 12150 Shiloh Rd. #120, 
Dallas, TX 75228. U 

SERVO SAVERS 

(Continued from page 28 j 

sponsive, be sure to use ball links instead 
of Z-bend rods. See the June ’87 Radio 
Control Car Action for Etto Pond’s article 
on “Steering Linkage.’’ 

Remember, if you don’t use a servo 
saver you’ll probably destroy a servo 
every time you hit a wall, or car, or 
whatever else you run into. Always use a 
servo saver, it’s cheap insurance for your 
steering servo. 

*The following are the addresses of the 
manufacturers mentioned in this article: 


MRC-Tamiva, 2500 Woodhridge Ave., 
Edison. NJ 08817. 

Kimbrough Products, 1430 East St„ 
Andrews Place Unit E, Santa Ana, CA 
92705. U 


POLE POSITION 

(Continued fnorr. page 35) 
have joined together to form the South 
Eastern Racing Association (SERA) 
(Continued on page 89) 




from the makers of MINI-MAGS' 

DRAGINS 




1/12 Funny Car 


1/12 Pro Stock w/o Elect 
1/12 Funny Car w/o Beet 

1/12 AA Fuel Rail 

1/10 Pro Stock w/o Beet 



129.95 1/10 Funny Car soon 

18 9.95 1/10 AA Fuel Rail soon 

1 79. 95 1/12 or 1/10 Motor & Resistor . . . 39.95 


m ADVANCE ENGINEERING & MFG. CO. ■ 

180 S Hwy. 67, Unit G , P.0. Box 766, Woodland Park, CO 80866; (303) 687-2626 
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Kit Contents 




v 




• Gold-anodlzed 


RBS/FAB 

• Gold-anodized aluminum chassis pan 
tubular roll cage • Gold-anodized rear bumper • Gold- 
anodlzed nerf bars • Aluminum wing • Clear Lexan two-piece 
body • Mounting hardware • Optional: Nose wing. 


B <g Boy Toys ^ 

PollshefaTn^ r °" cage • 

bumper • Polished aluminum nerf ha ^ aluminum front 
headers • Aluminum side nan t TS * 0,ishe d aluminum 
Optional: Clear Lewn l* * Mount ha ^ware . 

wing. Lexan two-piece body with wing and nose 



American Racing 
• Aluminum chassis pan • Aluminum roll cage • Aluminum 
rear bumper • Aluminum nerf bars • Lexan wing and nose 
wing • ABS two-piece body with headers and driver mounting 
hardware • Optional: Foam front and rear tires, aluminum 
one-piece wheels. 


ing holes in lheir chassis for all other 
components to be installed. They are 
equipped with ample hardware for clean 
and easy mounting of the roll bars and 
body. But we must remind you that just 
like full-scale sprint cars, the chassis are 
much narrower than the conventional 
full-bodied car. That’s why all the cars 
were equipped with mini-servos like the 


Futaba* FP- 1 35S and the KO PS5 1 S. It’s 
also very useful to use an electronic speed 
control due to the tight space configura- 
tion on this type of kit. 

The powerplant choices on our test 
cars were at the top end of the spectrum, 
but even the horsepower-to- weight ratios 
of the full-scale sprint cars have always 
been out of wack— that’s what makes 


them so exciting. So 7-cell matched 
Sanyos and modified motors were the 
only way to go. 

Our track test was on a high-bank red- 
clay oval. Wild is the word to describe the 
performance of these dirt-burning sprin- 
ters. Driving a sprint car is a whole new 
experience, they actually came out of the 
turns torquing the chassis on three wheels 
just like the full-scale. The fun and 
excitement of oversteering a powerful 
sprint car through the turns of a very fast, 
hard-surface track is a experience every- 
one must have. Off-road has made racing 
what it is, but this version of dirt kicking is 
another world. Many racers want their 
cars stuck to the track like glue, but spnni 
cars add a whole new challenge to 
driving. Sliding around a track at virtual 
full throttle, the entire lap in a controlled 
slide is hot. Now we know why they say 
they’re driving on the edge. 

Sprint car racing is alive, fast, and 
furious. It's another great way to keep 
R/C cars more exciting than ever. 

*The following are the addresses of the 
companies mentioned in this article : 

Kimbrough Products, 1 430 East St., Andrews 
Place Unit k Santa Arui, CA 92705. 

Moody Automotive. Inc.. 755 Ash St.. Floss- 
moor, IL 60542. 

BoLink RIC Cars. Inc., 420 Hosea Rd, 
iMwrenceville, GA 30245. 

RIC Race Prep, 201 15 NordhoffSl, Ouits- 
worth, CA 9131 1. 

Big Bovs Toys, 4408 Moscato Way, Baktrs- 
field, CA 93306. ■ 
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POLE POSITION 

(Continued from pane 83) 

SERA rules have been formulated for 
Vio-and Vi 2 -scales. The Vi 2 -scale rules are 
virtually identical to R.O.A.R. except for 
more liberal aerodynamic rules. The '/io- 
scale on-road cars are divided into two 
main classes, Sportsman and Gear Box 
(GB). These classes are each divided into 
Stock and Modified categories. The 
Sportsman class cars are for '/lo-scale cars 
designed for on-road racing, like the 
BoLink* Invader and Roundtracker and 
the Composite Craft Predator. The GB 
class is designed to cover off-road cars 
that have been converted to on-road 
racing. The rules permit a great deal of 
modification to the suspension system, 
but the gearboxes cannot be altered in the 
GB Stock class. You can use a substitute 
gearbox in the GB Modified class, but it 
must still be a reduction-type unit. The 
GB Stock class runs $25 motors with 6 
cells at 45 ounces. The GB Modified class 
uses $75 motors with up to 7 cells and 
weigh 45 ounces minimum. 

I am told the MRC-Tamiya* Hornet is 
the car to beat in GB Modified, while the 
Associated* RC-10 is tops in the GB 
Stock class. It looks as if SERA has put 
(Continued on page 99) 


The Most Rugged , Reliable, 
Reverse Speed Controller Ever Built! 



WATltlKHTSPtlOCONIIXXllR. 


• Fully Proportional Reverse • 90 Day Warranty • For Cars and Boats 

• All Electronic — No Relays • Reverse Speed Limit Adjust • Idea] for Monster Trucks 

• Uses 6 or 7 Cell Battery Packs • Proportional Brake Band 

For more information, write or phone: 

PRODUCT DESIGN INC. • 16922 N.E. 124th ST. • REDMOND. WA 98052 

(206) 883-4007 


^jgITpemup^ 

•Cl,: 

Head Lights Stop Lights Turn Lights 

#RED 19. $10.95 # RED 20, SI 9.95 #RED 21. $29.95 

* No loss of car performance or endurance 

* Rugged, long life, instrument bulbs 

* Use 9 volt “transistor” battery 

* Operate automatically 

• SEE YOUR DEALER • SEND STAMPED ENVELOPE FOR RAM INFO 
II unavailable locally, send check, money order or full credit card info for the cost ot the item plus 
$2.00 ($5. 00 fo reigni for immediate shipment. Include full address for U PS. Sorry no COD 

TOm 36 N. Milwaukee Ave. — Chicago, IL 60630 



HOLD IT ANYWHERE YOU WANT IT! 

nW ‘ rerremvd "split ban" allow yoo «> 


b.maViw work holding „>*m, will. ,h* pawnual • spill balk 
position till and rotate your projects 
S« removing item torn i .tor 
bolding devices! A single knob eon 
trols movement in three plants, anti 
over Ml years of made-m-USA quality 
ensure reliable, long-lasting servitc. 


MllTl-PLRPOSf WORK CENTER: 
?«$ Centering Extra Wide Opening 
Head (opens to 9" ). with Standard split 
lull Base and convenient Tra\ Base 
Mount (with pans wells) handle difficJU 
to hold items with case! Model #351 
S 1995. 


WIDE OPENING HEAD: Opens » 
full b" and features deep-ribbed 
neoprene jaw pads for secunty and 
insulation. Reverse the pads t h d 
delicate cylindrical objects in the 
wide “V" grooves. Micro-adjusting 
screw exens just the right amount of 
pressure, while black finish reduces 
glare and eyestrain Features Sumlard 
"split ball” Base. Model #396. 533 95. 


VACUUM BASE WITH STANDARD 
hf AD- The rugged, versatile Man 

^Head0awsV2V <: 'a„dh S 

nylon pads) is coupled with a spi n 
hair Vacuum Base to create a port 
able work station Attach the power 
ful. heavy-duty suction pad to am 
smooth, noil-porous surface with • 
simple Hip of the lever! Model #3«L 
$39 95. 


s« youf total hobhy shop or conus. PanaViss lor .he 

SSS&ssusr- 
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(0202 CHENOWTH FOR FROG 


10204 UNSER BUGGY 


10207 ASA MUSTANG 


(0211 ASA BUICK REGAL 


10212 SUBARU BRAT 


10213 GRASSHOPPER 


10219 ASA DODGE DAYTONA 


10217 OUTLAW 


10218 "63 CORVETTE 


10226 941 I MSA TURBO PORSCHE 


10225 MUSTANG OFF ROADER 


10224 CHENOWTH FOR MONOGRAM 


PARMA’S GOT Y 


1/10 SCALE LEXAN BODIES 


10230 THE SLY ONE FOR FOX 


10231 36 FORO 


10232 69 OOOGE CHARGER 









10208 83 NASCAR MONTE CARLO 


10209 SARGENT SPRINT CAR 


10210 AMC SPIRIT MODIFIED 


10214 STINGER 


10215 CHENOWTH FOR RC10 


10216 CHENOWTH FOR YOKOMO 


10222 FROG JUMPER 


10223 WELLS COYOTE 


10220 67 PONTIAC GTO 


10229 VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE 


10227 33 FORD 3 WINDOW COUPE 


10228 BIG BEAR DATSUN 


I COVERED... 

1/10 SCALE LEXAN BODIES 


• 0233 OSELLA PA9 CAN AM 10238 '88 NASCAR MONTE CARLO 10237 DESERT OOG FOR OPTIMA 





POLE POSITION 

(Continued from page 89) 

together a package that will bring some 
of the off-road racers onto the pavement. 

1 think more clubs should encourage the 
guys who are tired of cleaning dirt off 
their cars to try on-road racing by simply 
modifying their present car. 

Rich Hemstreet,c/o Radio Control Car 
Action, 632 Danbury Rd., Wilton, CT 
06897. 

*The following are the addresses of the 
companies mentioned in this article: 

BoLink RlC Cam, Inc, 420 Hosea Rd. 
LawrencevUle, GA 30245. 

Composite Craft, 2400 Sand Lake Rd, 
Orlando, FL 32809. 

MRC-Tamiyu, Model Rectifier Corp.. 2500 
Woodhridge Ave., Edison, NJ 0881 7. 

Associated Electrics, 3585 Cadillac Ave., 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626. ■ 

DRAGSTER 

( Continued from / hige 53) 

THE KIT. Because of its size, the 
Vaporizer came packaged in two sepa- 
rate corrugated boxes. One box contained 
the frame and nose piece of the body, 
while the other contained the tail, wing, 
engine, hardware, and optional Headman 
headers and parachute. The kit also 
included a tool set, and Loctitc thread- 
locking compound to keep the nuts and 
bolts from vibrating loose. 

To insure the chassis’ endurance. Pace- 
setter has built the frame from aircraft- 
quality tubular steel. Other parts, such as 
the wing, wing supports, rear end housing, 
and steering linkage, are made of alumi- 
num. The engine which comes with the 
Vaporizer is a Quadra 35cc. This engine 
is the piston-ported variety with magneto- | 
spark ignition. Power is transmitted to the | 
gear differential through a centrifugal 
clutch and a shaft with a dogbonc-type 
coupling on the differential side. The 
differential is supported with four rods 
with heim joints at each end. Each rod is 
connected to the rear end (two above the 
axles, two below) and frame to prevent 
the rear end from twisting under accel- 
eration and braking (this is similar to the 
four-link rear suspension found on many 
of the cars in the Pro Stock class). 

The rear end is connected to the 9- inch * 
dense- foam rear tires with solid steel 
axles and aluminum wheel adapters. Both 
the wheel adapter and axle are grooved, 
allowing the use of a key to prevent the 
wheels from slipping on the axle during 
acceleration. This version of the Vapor- 
izer also includes an electric motor con- 
nected to the rear end with a gilmer-type 


belt that makes it possible to back up the 
car after doing the bumout. 

ASSEMBLY. Assembling the Vapor- 
izer is a relatively simple procedure due 
to its size (those of you with large hands 
will know exactly what I’m talking about) 
compared with the Vio-scale cars I’m 
accustomed to. Since there’s no suspen- 
sion on these cars (except small springs 
on the front end), there are considerably 
fewer steps involved. Assembly time was 


just a little more than five hours. Most of 
that time was spent with the installation 
and alignment of the engine and rear end. 
The front end assembly is relatively 
simple, so is the rear wing and radio 
installation. The only other time-consum- 
ing operation is the adjustment of the 
throttle/brake, carburetor, steering, and 
parachute linkages. Once these steps are 
complete, it's time to do some dragin’! 

(Continued on page I03> 


3785 CALLAN BLVD SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO CA 94080 


415 - 583-4095 

MAIL ORDER ONLY 

24-HOUR PHONE SERVICE IS 
ELECTRONICALLY ANSWERED 
THESE ARE A FEW OF THE CARS THAT WE CARRY 


WE WILL TRY TO MEET OR BEAT ANY 
NATIONALLY ADVERTISED PRICE 

SEND $1 .00 FOR COMPLETE PRICE SHEET 

8!acktnot 


ASSOCIATED RC-10 kit 6010 135.00 

ASSOCIATED RC-10 kit 6016 175.00 

MRCFROG I -14 - 94 

MRC BLACKFOOT 99 - 94 

MRC GRASSHOPPER 62.94 

RACOJACK RABBIT 899.00 



MRC BLACKFOOT $59.94 


-FROG 

-SR-2 TWIN STICK RADIO 
- LEISURE 105 DC CHARGER 
-7.2 VOLT BATTERY 


PACKAGE SPECIALS 

-BLACKFOOT 

- SR-2 TWIN STICK RADIO 

- LEISURE 105 DC CHARGER 

- 7.2 VOLT BATTERY 


212.94 


190.00 


ORDERS - CASH. M.O. . CASHIERS 
CHECKS AND PERSONAL CHECKS ONLY 

ALL PERSONAL CHECKS WILL BE HELD FOR BANK CLEARANCE 


ADD $4.25 FOR SHIPPING 
AND HANDLING 

CAL RES. ADD 6.5% TAX 
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NEW JERSEY S MOST COMPLETE HOBBY CENTER 

62 WHITE ST. • RED BANK. NJ 07701 • (201) 842-6020 

TAMIYA CARS & FUTABA RADIOS 
AT DISCOUNT PRICES 

TAMIYA, CRP, PARMA, ASSOCIATED, MRP, PRO-LINE. 
MRC, TRINITY, VICTOR, LEISURE. PRO-TECH, ROBBE. 

★ THIS MONTH S SPECIALS ★ 


* 

#1 

#2 

#3 

* 

RC-10 

FUTABA 

PRO-TECH #701 

* 

SL 

BALL BEARING 

ATTACK 

AC/DC CHARGER 

A 

* 

16 pc. SET 

RADIO 

w/CURRENT ADJUST 

* 

S37 95 

S59 95 

S49 95 

* 

* 

FULL-LINE HOBBY SHOP — WE SHIP UPS EVERYDAY 

* 

DON’T BE SHY — CALL US AT (201) 842-6020 
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DRAGSTER 

(Continued from page 99) 

PERFORMANCE. The Vaporizer 
runs on a mixture of regular gasoline and 
two-stroke oil pre-mix (a can of Klotz oil 
is included in the kit). Due to the tank’s 
size. I’d recommend mixing your fuel in a 
1 -gallon can to insure an accurate mix of 
fuel and oil. To transfer the fuel into the 
car, a man ual or electric fuel pump can be 
obtained from a hobby shop which adapts 
to a 1 -gallon can (these pumps are 
commonly used with model airplanes). 

Once the car is fueled, fire it up with the 
optional starter, and prepare for the 
burner! Since the prototype we received 
came with foam tires, the smoke show 
wasn’t as impressive as we’d hoped, but 
according to Pacesetter, Mickey 
Thompson is in the process of developing 
a rubber wrinkle-wall-type drag slick for 
these dragsters. With some rubber shoes, 
the Vaporizer should be able to smoke 
’em up just like the big boys! 

Also in the works for the Pacesetter 
machines is a tuned expansion chamber, 
which gives the Quadra powerplant a 
little more punch (due to performance 
restraints, the fate of the “zoomie-type” 
header shown on this car is still unsure). 
Even with the zoomie headers, the 
Vaporizer turned in a rather impressive 
run, to say the least. We’re not equipped 
to give an estimated rime or top speed, 
and 1 wouldn’t want to hazard a guess at 
it, but I’d say that the Vaporizer is more 
than capable of turning in a scale quarter- 
mile. According to Pacesetter, during one 
of its test runs, the Vaporizer covered 330 
feet (a 14-scale quarter-mile) in 4.9 
seconds at over 1 00 mph. This was most 
likely done with the use of exotic fuels 
and other trick adjustments and com- 
ponents. I think it’s safe to say that out of 
the box, the car would need quite a bit of 
work before it could reach these speeds. 

*The following is the address of the company 
mentioned in this article: 

Pacesetter Products, 930 W. Hyde Park 
Bh’d, Inglewood, CA'90301 ■ 

SCRATCH SPRINT 

(Continued from page 56) 

through the headrest. Cement the tail to 
the headrest with Shoo-Goo or a similar 
adhesive, after it is fitted to the fastened 
headrest. The body shown is from Moody 
Automotive* as are the headrest, wing 
kit, and aluminum rear wheels. 

For the radio installation, place the 
receiver in the cockpit area as shown, 

(Continued on page 104) 



R/C Car & Truck 

RACE TRACK 

Wallkill Wheels R.C. 

Car & Truck Race Track & Accessories 



Truck Pulls with sled and car crushes 

Open Practice Tuesday-Thursday 6:00-10:00 p.m. 

Friday & Saturday Racing starts 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday Racing starts 1 1 :00 p.m. 


Old General Slicing Building Rt 208, Walden, NY (91 4) 778-141 3 



Custom Racing Products inc 


Dear R/C Car Enthusiast: 

When was the last time you bought a new car part because it 
was the first one out, ano later founo the part didn't work as 
you thought it would?! 

It iakes time to research and proouce QUALITY parts for 
1 / 10th scale cars. We may not always be first to release a new 
proouct. but when we DO. I t ' s FIRST IN QUALITY AND PERFORMANCE. 

We promise the parts will be well worth the wait. 

Sincerely. 

CUSTOM RACING PRODUCTS. INC. 

P.S. Have you tried these great new parts? If not, check with your 
local hobby retailer for details. 

1557 - R/C 10 FRONT STUB AXLES-WIDE TRACK-TAM. BEARINGS 
1620 - CHASSIS SUPPORT/FRONT BUMPER-FALCON 
4114 - WHEEL ADAPTOR-HOT SHOT TO OPTIMA/ULTIMA 
4228 - CRP/DYNAMITE REAR TIRES-L0W PROFILE -FITS: HS.SS. 
BOOM , FOX . W0 . MM , CAT . ULT I MA . TURBO OPT I MA 

P.S.S. If you would like a catalog, please send us: 11.00 ano a 
Business size, self-addressed, stamped(56C) envelope. 

THANK YOU 


WHOLESALE ONLY 

Consumers visit your local hobby shop for the parts you need. 
Dealers may contact us for a distributor listing. 


BOOTH #1147 


3250 EL CAMINO REAL 83 • ATASCADERO. CA 93422 • U.S.A. 
(805) 466 6945 • TELEX: 289830 CRPI UR • FAX (8051 466 6974 


Se« UlA I I JhMAntud 

ChicAqo 
Model & Hobby 
Show 

S - 4. 19#7 
«1*oa» Doe* N0V8W tw 6 4 6 ) 
O'Hof Expo C<ntw » Cufcopo 
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NOT 


INDY fVC SALES, INC. 

10620 N. College Ave. • IndimipolU, IN 46280 

Order By Phone • (317) 846-0766 

OROtRING: S4 .00 handing on SI otdn Piapai) domaalc ord « poagxid. tcrSgn 
otdvt Stow (1 500. 0 Aimtf par ala, ado* additional tada. Oidoa-chac*. M.O. 
or COO • Bar* Amtiricard, Wu or Uaaaar Charga (hank no.) 5% IndUna Salat T«. 
Lmaiad quantity or aoma aaia lam. • Prtoaa aubjact «o change we note* ■ 


Tamiya Summertime Combos 
ROAD WIZARD The FROG 

Plus 302PX Radio Plus 302PX Radio 
Combo Value 22124 Combo Value 240.65 
Combo Spc $159.95 Combo Spc $172.95 

’L Sr ARISTO 302 PX 

71 2 CH. PISTOL GRIP RADIO 

The FOX The BOOMERANG 

Plus 302PX Radio Plus 302PX Radio 
Combo Value 269.25 Combo Value 267.65 
Combo Spc $189.95 Combo Spc $189.95 


TAMTECH 1/24 SCALE RACING 


Lancia Porsche 962 

NEWI From MRC/Tamiya 

1/24 scale ready to assemble electric racers Great lor Indoor or 
outdoor racing Included ate 7.2 V-270 mAh Nicad T amPack (8- 
15 min run time) per charge - FK-180SH Mini Black Motor, a 
CPR (receiver & speed control uni ml forward and reverse) and 
a Tamtech 201 2 ch (dry) transmitter 

1/24 Porsche 962C (Complete) 

List 244.95 SALE $189.95 

1/24 Lancia LC2 (Complete) 

List 244.95 SALE $189.95 


GATES BATTERY PACKS 

Gates/GEmax 'matched cell' battery packs are 
builtwith leading edge Sub-C technology. 

Camel Back 7.2 V 1400 mA Pack $18.95 
Z Hump Packs lor ' $33.95 

Flat 12 V 1400 mA Racing Pack $27.95 
Z Flat Racing Packs lor $39.00 


Rockbuster 
& 

Hopped-Up 
Rockbuster 

The assembled Rockbuster from World Engines, 
7.2volt 1/10 scale olf-road car is just the ticket for entry 
level racers. Front wheel independent suspension, 
battenes and radio are not included. Minimum amount 
of assembly required. 

Original Homed- Uo 

Kit - Summer Specials $39.95 $54.95 
Assm. - Summer Specials $47.9 5 $64.95 


PRO-ACE 1010 CHARGER 

• Charges 4 cell (4.8V) through 8 cell (9.6V) 

• Adjustable Current - 250 mAh to 1 800 mAh 

• Input Source - AC Cord • DC Cig lighter plug - DC 

Power cord 

• Mechanical Timer • Trickle Charge 

■ Output Connection - Tamiya Connector 2-way 

universal jack 

■ Booster Switch - extra charging power for 7 cell 

pecks 

• Discharge / Super Charge 

• Fuse Protected Circuits - both AC & DC 

List Price $74.95 

INDY SUMMER SPEGAL - $44.95 


tS 

ill 

Ml 

TAMIYA. 

R/CCARS 

w 

Retail 

INDY 

RA 5835 Wild Willy 

168.75 

$114.75 

RA 5838 Subanj Brat 

165.70 

$112.50 

RA 5843 Grasshopper 

88.00 

$59.95 

RA 5844 Pajero 

105.20 

$71.50 

RA 5845 Hornet 

118.40 

$81.00 

RA 5848 Bruiser 

394.60 

$268.95 

RA 5850 Wild One 

202.15 

$139.95 

RA 5851 The Fox 

194.30 

$13200 

RA 5842 Porsche 956 

205.20 

$139.95 

RA 5849 Toyota Toms 

164.40 

$112.00 

RA 5852 Newman Porsche 

164.40 

$112.00 

RA 5854 SuperShot 

330.20 

$225.00 

RA 5853 Road Wizard 

146.29 

$99.95 

RA 5855 Boomerang 

192.70 

$131.00 

RA 5456 The Falcon 

140.55 

$96.00 

RA 5857 BigWig 

320.75 

$219.75 

RC 5858 Blackfoot 

125.00 

$8600 

RC 5859 Porsche 959 

294.50 

$210.00 

RA 5860 NEWI Monster Beetle 

178.60 

$125.00 

R8 5861 NEWI Striker 

116.95 

$88.00 


BALL BEARING KITS FOR 
TAMIYA CARS 

The Frog 

8 Large 

$1520 

Grasshopper 

9 Large, t Small 

$18.75 

Hornet 

9 Large, t Small 

$18.75 

HotShot 

17 Large, 5 Small 

$40.55 

Bruiser 

9 Large 2 Small 

$20.40 

The Fox 

4 Large 

$7.50 

Road Wizard 

5 Small 

$12.05 

Boomerang 

17 Large, 5 Small 

$40.55 

Falcon 

11 Large, 1 Small 

$2255 

BigWig 

9 Large, 5 Small 

$25.35 

Blackfoot 

8 Large, 2 Small 

$18.50 


SCRATCH SPRINT 

(Continued from page 103) 

using double-sided tape. The speed con- 
trol — 1 used a Delta solid-state unit— is 
similarly mounted to the rear of the 
chassis channel in the location shown in 
the drawings. Wiring to the motor and the 
batteries is routed under the chassis chan- 
nel whenever possible. 

Your best bet for tires and wheels is to 
use a BoLink* rear axle with a differen- 
tial. adding your favorite gear selection at 
assembly. 1 used a 4: 1 ratio in my car with 
a 14/56 or 13/52 set of gears. A Race 
Prep* stock motor and 7 cells gave all 
kinds of speed. The car easily runs over 4 
minutes with this combination. 

The front axle blocks are set up for 
%-inch-diameter wheel axles, but this 
could be modified if you want to use 
another diameter axle system. Use 
BoLink front wheels. 

There you have it— just enough info to 
get a scratch- builder going and building a 
real sprint car model in '/io scale. Note 
that the chassis construction shown here 
allows the wheelbase to be changed 
readily if you want to use this style in a car 
of another length. 

*The following are the addresses of the 
companies mentioned in this article: 

Kimbrough Products, 1430 Past St. 
Andrews Place Unit £ Santa Ana, CA 92705. 

Moody Automotive Inc., 755 Ash St.. 
Flossmoor, IL 60541 

BoLink RIC Cars, Inc., 420 Hoseu Rd. 
Lawrenceville, GA 30245. 

RIC Race Prep, 201 15 NordhoffSi, Chats- 
worth, CA 91311. ■ 

KYOSHO PLAZMA 

(Continued from page 81) 

on an oval. 

The car appears to be sturdy and 
should hold up well. The Plazma is a 
good car that only needs a set of ball 
bearings to bring out its full potential. 

*The following are the addresses of the 
companies mentioned in this article: 

Kyosho, dist by Great Planes Model Distribu- 
tors Co., Box 4021, Champaign, IL 61820. 

Parma International Inc., 1 3927 C Progress 
Plcwy., North Royalton, OH 44133. 

Futaba Corporation of America, 555 West 
Victoria Sl, Compton, CA 90220. 

Kimbrough Products, 1 430 East Sl Andrews 
Place Unit £ Santa Ana CA 92705. 

Dymond Motors, dist by United Model 
Products, 301 Holbrook Drive, Wheeling IL 
60090. ■ 
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UMP COYOTE 

(Conmuied from page 68) 

absolutely free to rotate and pivot; other- 
wise, precise suspension tuning will be 
impossible. I relocated the steering link- 
age/tie rods to points other than shown on 
the instructions. This eliminates potential 
tie rod/ shock absorber interference which 
will result if the illustrated scheme is used. 
The rest of the chassis assembly goes 
along pretty smoothly. When you attach 
the front bumper assembly, you'll notice 
it hits the front tires, especially when 
steering. A hair dryer was used to heat, 
reshape, and obtain the proper clearance. 

The radio I chose for the Coyote was 
the two-stick Futaba* Attack FP-2NBL, 
which is supplied with two servos and 
features BEC (Battery Eliminator Cir- 
cuit), enabling the components to be 
powered from the 7.2-volt pack used to 
power the car. This is not only a space- 
saver but a weight- saver as well. I’ve been 
using Futaba equipment for many years 
now and consider it to be among the most 
reliable available. I don’t find transition- 
ing back and forth between the two-stick 
configuration and the equally common 
wheel/trigger radios to be a problem at 
all. 


The body and rear wing are molded 
in clear polycarbonate, which has pretty 
much become the standard material for 
our racers these days. No instructions are 
given for the preparation or painting of 


these parts, but back issues of Radio 
Control Car Action, especially Rich 
Hemstreet’s guidelines in the Spring '86 
issue, will fill you in on all the require- 

(Conanued on page 106) 


_= FAST MOVING 
== PRODUCTS FROM 


AEROTREND 


THE C HOICE OF CHAMPIONS 
★ STAINLESS STEEL BALL BEARINGS ★ 


New ★ Teflon 
Sealed ★ RC10 


Rear Support Bearing 


Seal 



Seal 


Teflon sealed on 
both sides to keep 
out dirt and sand. 

"WE MAKE WINNING 
AFFORDABLE " 



BALL BEARING KITS 
FOR ALL POPULAR R/C CARS 
at low, low prices! 




'eroTrend 

3t Nichols St. • Ansonia. CT 
06401-1 106 • ( 203 ) 734-0600 



"GAMBLER” SPRINT CAR BODY 
1/10 OLDS FASTBACK 

> : STOCKER BODY 

X • 1/10 OUTLAW T-BIRD 
^4, ASA STYLE BODY 

► • 1/10 "WEDGE- 

Z SfiSfife 2 * ^.MUSTANG” 
JJH BODY 


DON'T MISS THESE OREAt^ . 
BODIES AT YOUR PACTS'}-/. 
DEALER TODAY! 


SEND S.A.S.E. FOR CATALOG 

4505-5H INDUSTRIAL ST., DEPT. CA, SIMI VALLEY, CA 93063 







25944 W. Rt. 734 
Ingleside, IL 60041 
( 312 ) 740-0678 


R/C Car Repair/ 
Display Stand 
$14.95 

Raised platform 
keeps tires off 
the work surface. 
Divided trays sort 
parts & tools. 


MUST 
FOR EVERY 
ft RACER! r 


Portable 

Compressed 

Air Tank! $28.95 

Keeps dirt & dust 
out of critical areas 
of your R/C carl 


Credit cards accepted. 


thanks' giTys” "1 

. ' rn M M m - For outstanding race performance with the CM10 MOS/FET 

Price awaaaam. speed control: AAA. J 

Tim Gibhardt (AK) 1st 2WD Alaska Snow Derby k 

Randy Crane (AK) Alaska Open Championsh/p. wr f J 
f 40+CAa *TO 1/10 (A Main 2nd) *T0 1/12 (A Main 2nd) •Modified 4WD (A I 

f V Mam 3rd) | 

7" * K John Kenny (IL) Setting 2WD track record at 

Thunderdom Grand Opening race tj 

Rich Jones ON) 1st concours Region 3 Championship 

1st North Side Indoor race ? 

Special thanks to WIZARD MOTOR RACING TEAM for using the CM 10 and the new CMW Peak Detection w 

Pulse Charger at the JG Westcoast Championship. 

•Team-mate Rob Cutman (PA) look A Main 2nd b 

Larry Westcotl (86 OCCRA champ) "I am very impressed by my CM10'" •Ultra efficient high output (CM10 t 
450 Amp peak surge) low volt drop light wl full speed LED with on/oft switch and 30 Amp fuse Futaba J 
Airtronics KO JR plugs Tamiya male connector ^ 

Check your dealers or CMW 2101 Midway Rd. *250 Carrollton TX 75006 (214) 960-26B0 Master/Visa, I 
check or money order ($5 shipping) | 

DEALERS/ DISTRIBUTORS ENQUIRY WELCOME*!! ^ 


UMP COYOTE 

(Continued from page 105) 
ments for your own trick paint job. The 
key elements (for those of you who can't 
wait for your back issues to arrive): wash 
the parts in warm water and detergent 
and dry them thoroughly. Scuff the inside 
surface with 600-grit sandpaper, steel 
wool, or Scotchbrite pad and rewash. 
Now proceed to paint from the inside, 
after masking windows and panels as 
desired. 

The kit contains a nice selection of 
stick-on billboard sponsor decals which 
can be applied to suit your taste. After 
attaching the body and wing to the 
chassis, your Coyote should be ready to 
roll. 

PERFORMANCE. Running the 
Coyote bore out many of my expecta- 
tions. It’s a very fleet runner and responds 
well to chassis-tuning. With the standard 
6-volt battery and stock motor, it will 
easily leave a trail of dirt twice its length. 
At one point during the test-run, my chief 
driver, Maribet, went lock to lock with the 
steering wheel at high speed. The Coyote 
responded instantly, throwing clouds of 
dirt as it spun. Momentarily obscured 

(Continued on page I OS) 
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MOTOR CARE PACKAGE 

1 PKG CRP MOTOR CAPACITORS $2.00 

1 HOBBY STOP MOTOR COVER (FOAM) $2 . 49 


1 PERFECT OILER $1.69 

1 24oz SPRAY MOTOR/ELECTRICAL 

CLEANER .$9.90 


$14.08 

SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICE $10.99 ****** 


PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


MOTORS ***MOTORS***MOTORS***MOTORS 

TRINITY 2C00 $21.99 

TEAM LOSI 6060 .$21.99“ 

RACE PREP 903 $21.99 

LEMANS 360ST $19.99 

TRINITY 2002 $59.95 

TRINITY 2004 PURE GOLD $59.95 

TRINITY 2005 t/10 OVAL $59.95 

TEAM LOSI IV 6046 $55.95 

TEAM LOSI OVAL 60541 $55.95 

TEAM LOSI INSANE 6056 $55.95 


ACCESSORIES 

ULTIMA MOTOR GUARD $ 9.29 

J.G. ULTIMA BUMPER $ 5.95 

PARMA 11515 RESISTOR SP. CNTR. 

W/O REVERSE $11.99 

PARMA 11517 RESISTOR SP CONTR. 

W/REVERSE $17.99 

FUTUBA FP-MC8 ELECTRONIC SP 

CONTR. G CONN $59.99 

FUTUBA FP-MC108 ELECTRONIC SP 
CONTR. J CONN. BEC RECEIVER. .$59.99 
NOVAK NESC4 ELECTRONIC SP 

CONTR. W/HEAT SINK $94.99 

MIP BIG BEAR SUPER DIFF $29.99 

BEARINGS 

5 X 11 ? 1.99 

5 X 8 $ 2.99 

RC10 SET $39.99 

OPTIMA SET $27.99 

ULTIMA SET $29.99 

BIG BEAR SET $16.99 


COMPLETE CATALOG AVALIABLE 


RADIOS 

FUTUBA ATTACK NBL BEC4ASP. . . S 62.99 


MAGNUM SPORT BEC&ASP $ 69.99 

ARISTO 250 $ 49.99 


BATTERY CHARGERS 

PROTECH AC/DC 6 or 7 cell...$ 45.95 

PROTECH DC 6 or 7 cell $ 29.95 

BOTH CHARGERS FEATURE QUICK OR 
TRICKLE CHARGE. 


$139.99 
$209.99 
$ 79.99 
$ 89.99 
$129.99 
$ 61.99 
$ 96.99 
$ 69.99 
$109.99 


READY TO RUN 1/10 
TRAXXAS CAT W/RADIO 


$129.99 


BIG BEAR 

BOI.INK INVADER 


1/10 ELECTRIC CARS 


ULTIMA 

TURBO OPTIMA W/240S 

HORNET 

BLACK FOOT 

FOX 

GRASSHOPPER 

FALCON 


BATTERIES 

MATCHED SANYO 6c TAM $ 23.99 

MATCHED SANYO 7c TAM $ 27.99 

KYOSHO 6 c TAM $ 19.99 

KYOSHO 7 c TAM $ 22.99 

SANYO SUB C W/TAB $ 3.49 

TAMIYA CONN. SET W/WIRE $ 1.99 

AA NICADS $ 2.59 

••SPECIFY FLAT OR HUMP PAC KS** 

,]■ 72V 0 ’""*'' 3 
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UMP COYOTE 

f Continued from page 106) 

from view by the dirt cloud, the Coyote 
emerged, still very much upright and still 
very much boogieing. During this testing 
1 found that the voltage rheostat (speed 
controller) would cut out intermittantly, 
stopping the car. A quick screw-tension 
adjustment, cleaning, and a thin coat of a 
conductive lubricant seemed to cure' the 
problem. I think the controller could 
stand improving, but it’s a bit early to tell 
for sure. 


The kit is extremely well thought 
out, the components are of high quality, 
and it’s obviously intended for the serious 
racer/ competitor. The assembly instruc- 
tions, however, are presented in three 
languages, and are sketchy in some areas. 
The photos of the completed vehicle, both 
on the box and in the instruction book, 
won’t help much either as they show a 
prototype version, significantly different 
from the production item. 

The Coyote will probably take a bit 
longer to assemble and tune, but once 


dialed- in should be a real competitor. 
You'll find it’s an excellent handling, 
versatile vehicle which should remain at 
the head of the pack for some time to 
come. 

Coyote’s a-howlin’! 

*The following are the addresses of the ie 
companies mentioned in this article: 

United Model Products 301 Holbrook ok 
Dr., Wheeling, IL 60090. 

Futaba Corporation of America 555 W. W. 
Victoria Sl, Compton, CA 90220. ■ 

SHOEBOX 

(Continued from page 129 ) 

remove a Vi6-inch-wide section from the 
outer edge of the wheel, which was added 
to the inside with the tire helping to hold it 
in place. This gave enough negative offset 
to neatly tuck the wide slicks up under the 
fenders for that “pro-street” look When 
the tires are cemented to the rims, every- 
thing is held in line firmly. Note that a 
hacksaw or hobby saw could be used 
instead of a lathe to cut the plastic wheel, 
but the cut line should be accurately 
marked with a pencil or tape to assist you 
in even cutting. Sandpaper may be used 
to smooth off the cut edge for cosmetic 
purposes, and the rims may be painted as 


JACKSON HOBBY SHOP 

RD 5, Box 12, Route 526, Jackson, N.J. 08527 
201-364-3334 

• A FULL-LINE, FULL-SERVICE HOBBY SHOP 

• THE PARTS AND SERVICE SPECIALISTS 

• CHECK OUR PRICES 5 mm x 11 mm BALL BEARINGS 

. TO FIT TAMIYA AND MOST 

L. OFF ROAD CARS- $1.95 EACH. 

■ BEARING SET FOR 

ASSOC. RC10 — $49.95 

MasterCard, Visa, or money orders please 
add $2. handling on orders under $40. NJ 
Prices subject to change without notice. customers add 6% sales tax. 



(201) 227-7012 TECH-T0V5 (201) 227-7012 



R/C CAR, 

BOAT, & PARTS SPECIALISTS 


ACOMS 

D & D GRAPHITE 

MCALLISTER 

PERFORMANCE RACE PRODUCTS 

TEAM LOSI 

ADVANCE 

DELTA 

MIP 

PERFORMANCE SPECIALTIES 

TEAM PIT STOP 

AIRTRONICS 

DREMEL 

MONOGRAM 

PREMIER DESIGN 

TEKIN 

ARISTO/CHALLENGER 

DUBRO 

MPE / AVENGER 

PROLINE 

TESTORS 

ASSOCIATED 

FIVE STAR 

MRC 1 TAMIYA 

PROSHOP 

THORP 

ASTROFLIGHT 

FLEXAN PAINT 

MRP 

PRO- TECH 

TIGER'S MILK 

AUTOGRAPHICS 

FLOQUIL 

M & M 

PRO- TRACK 

TRC 

BADGER AIR BRUSH 

FUTABA 

NICHIMO 

RACECO 

TRINITY 

TWINN-K 

BOLINK 

HIGLEY 

NIKKO AMERICA 

RACE PREP 

TWISTER 
32nd PARALLEL 

BUDS R/C 

HOT TRICK STUFF 

NMB 

RACING SILKS 

CARL GOLDBERG 

JG MFG 

NOVAK 

RAM 

UNIVERSAL ENERGIES 

CHAMPION 

KIMBROUGH 

PACTRA 

RCH 

VARICOM 

CONCEPT II PAINT 

LABELLE 

PANASONIC 

REV-TECH 

WORLD ENGINES 

COX 

LEISURE 

PARAGON 

ROBBE 

X ACTO 

CRAFT AIR 

MAJOR DECALS 

PARMA 

RPS YOKOMO 

YOU-G 

CRP 

MARUI 

PERFECT 

SANYO 

ZAP/PACER TECH 


HUGE INVENTORY OF BOTH REPLACEMENT & HOP-UP PARTS 

WE SHIP TO ALL 50 STATES 
VISA, MASTERCARD. & DISCOVER CARDS WELCOME 

PANASONIC AA NICADS $1.79 EACH 
ASSOCIATED RC-10 KIT WITH BALL BEARINGS $179.95 
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desired. On my Chevy, matching AJ’s 
fronts were used, and all four wheels were 
painted chrome silver. 

Some '/16-inch aircraft plywood (hobby- 
shop grade) was used to form a set of 
mounts as shown. The pieces were traced 
onto the wood with my standard template 
and cut out with a sharp knife. You could 
use a bandsaw or jigsaw if you can’t gel 
the hang of cutting with the knife since 
some wood is much harder than the stuff I 
use. Spruce strips are added for stiffeners, 
if desired, and the completed pieces are 
bolted to the chassis to self-align them 
and are then epoxied together. Do not 
epoxy the mounts to the plastic chassis; 
the screws will allow you to remove them 
in one piece for conversion to off-road or 
another body style. 

Once the completed mounts were 
ready, the body was checked for final 
fitting. Tire clearances, steering move- 
ments, and suspension were double- 
checked to make sure nothing would 
hang up on the body or mountings. 
Tamiya screw-in mounting pins were 
threaded into pre-drilled holes on the 
wooden mounts and matching holes 
drilled into the body. The body was 
preppcd for painting and the windows 
were masked off. I decided to go all out. 


and went scrounging through some old 
junk. I came up with a super-charger unit 
from a rather ancient Monogram big- 
scale engine kit. This was cut down 
slightly and stuck on the steering servo 


with double-sided tape and the aged 
chrome plating touched up. A close- 
fitting hole was cut into the Lexan hood, 
allowing the blower and injectors to stick 


(Continued on page 114) 


Pro Auto Peak - $34.95 

4 Revolutionary Contept in Charging Tedinology 

A Fteak Detection Converter 

• Instantly Converts ANY DC. Fast Charger ^ 

(even charge cords) to a Peak Detection Charger 

• Provides Increased Power & Run Time 

• 100% Safe and Automatic 

• Compact Size 3 x 2 x 1 Vi ’ 






EBEsnsnsj 



Pro Power Peak - $49.95 

• Self Contained DC. Peak Detection 
Charger for 6 or 7 Cells 

• Transistor Current Regulator 

• Pulsating LED Charge Indicator 


Both Units Feature: 

• Use with Cars, Boats. Planes 

• Tamiya Connectors 

• One Button Operation 

• LED Indicator 

• Electronic Detection Circuitry 

• Built In Self Test Routine • Automatic Switch to Trickle Charge 

Available thru local dealers or from The Pro Shop. P.O Box 5382, Parsippany. N J 07054 
Include $200 P&II-N.J residents add 6% sales tax -check or money order only-no COD 

Distributor Inquiries Invited 


• 1/4 Scale Racer 

• 40 mph speed 

• Recoil starting 

• Oil-filled shocks 

• Dual disc brakes 

• Centrifugal clutch 

• All steel gear drive 

• Quick change gears 

• 22.5 cc, 2-stroke 
engine, 1 .25 H.P. 

• Independent 
suspension 

• Complete with Engine 
and High-Load Servos 

• Partially Assembled 

• Operates on most 2- 
channel radios (not 
included) 




WHEN ROGER MEARS GOES OUT TO PLAY. 
HE DOESN’T WANT A TOY! 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITEO 


1400-C EAST SAINT ANDREWS PLACE. SANTA ANA. CA 92705 C7141 546-3045 





MIGHTY MIDGET 

The Mighty Midget, available from 
Gilmer Hobby and Machine ( 1 2 1 3 4th 
Ave.. Howard Lake. MN 55349), is a 
'A-scale midget race car with many 
outstanding features like the aluminum 
frame, special torsional front axle, air- 
craft aluminum parts at all stress points, 
steel hiem joints, heavy-duty axles, spun 
aluminum wheels, precision gearlxjx, 
and molded- fiberglass body in your 
choice of four different colors. Available 
with Saito .90 opposed two-cylinder 
four-stroke or 1 -cubic-inch single-cyl- 
inder two-stroke. For a six-page bro- 
chure send $2 to Gilmer Hobby and 
Machine (1213 4th Ave., Howard Lake, 
MN 55349). 


NFP CONNECTOR 

The NFP Modular Connector can be 
used on motors and batteries or for just 
about any R/C car application that 
requires mating 1 , 2. 3 or more wires. 
The connectors are modular, interchange- 
able. and self-mating with built-in dove 
tails. They have a 25-pound minimum 
contact-retention force, carry a 30- amp 
constant load, and use silver-plated 
contacts to make resistance virtually 
nonexistanl. From NFP (P.O. Box443B 
R.D. #1, Tamaqua, PA 18252). 


RACING MONTERO 

The new '/i 2 -scale Kyosho Racing Mon- 
tero is for the intermediate racer who is 
looking to step up to gas-powered cars. 
With its sealed gearbox, trailing- arm 
suspension, and four oil-filled shocks, 
the Racing Montero is built to take the 
abuse that off-roading can dish out. It 
uses a tub chassis to make assembly 
easy. Using a .09 to .12 engine and 
two-channel radio, the Racing Montero 
comes with a manifold and muffler. 
From Great Planes Model Distributors 
(P.O. Box 402 1 , Champaign. 1L 6 1 820). 


MOTOR CADDY 

Assembled with '/6-inch plywood, all 
joints routed, glued and air-gun nailed, 
the Caddy is lightly sanded and ready to 
paint your own colors. The Caddy is 
IO'/tx8'/2x3 inches. The bottom has 1- 
inch styrofoam with eight recessed slots 
for eight motors. The top has I -inch 
foam rubber to hold motors firmly in 
place when lid is closed. Closes with 
brass-plated piano hinge and snap catch. 
From R/C Accessories, Inc. (5673 S. 
McIntosh Rd„ Sarasota, FL 33583). 


CRP RACING 

The Blackfoot/Monster Beetle steering 
kit contains a heavy-duty servo-saver 
along with heavy-duty 4-40 rod and 
hiem joints. Eliminates servo saver break- 
age. A must for serious drivers. 

The CRP Pinion Gear Organizer, a 
small handy pinned tray that keeps your 
pinion gears within easy reach. Comes 
with prenumbered posts that allow for 
ease in selecting the correct pinion gear 
needed. Plates hold up to 14 gears. 
From CRP (3250 El Camino Real-B3, 
Atascadero, CA 93422). 


MATRIX SPACECASE 

The Spacecase 20001, which is con- 
structed of a molded ABS plastic, is 
large enough to hold two fully assem- 
bled R/C cars, two transmitters, two 
molded drawers for parts or extra battery 
packs, and one molded tool drawer. 
Because of the way the Space Case is 
designed, it is also possible to modify the 
location of the sliding trays to accom- 
modate larger cars such as sprint cars or 
trucks. From Matrix Enterprises (70 1 5 
Carroll Rd„ San Diego, CA 92121). 
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NEW FROM PARMA 

Parma’s Front Wheels, No. 12106, and 
Rear Wheels, No. 1 2 1 1 2, are molded in 
yellow plastic and fit both the Fox and 
Wild One. The tires that fit these wheels 
are Grooved Fronts, No. 12013, Front 
Oval Blocks, No. 12014, and Rear Oval 
Blocks, No. 12025. The Oval Block 
pattern tires also fit the Hotshot, Super- 
shot. Boomerang and PB Mini-Mustang. 

Parma’s new .050 Allen Bit Hex 
Driver is a product that is needed by 
racers in all scales. The handle shape 
provides a firm grip for locking-in .050 
setscrews. Also available are replace- 
ment bits packaged sue to a bag (Nos. 
7910, 7911). 

New Oval Racing decal Sheet from 
Parma International (13927 Progress 
Pk wy., North Royalton, OH 44133) has 
all the proper manufacturers’ decals to 
detail any oval racing car. Oval racing is 
one of the hottest things in R/C racing 
today and this decal sheet is sure to be 
popular! (No. 1 0602). 



SPRINT CAR 

Convert your Associate RC-10 into a 
‘/lo-scale sprint car. The kit includes 
6mm aluminum cage, two aluminum 
side nerf bars, aluminum rear nerf bar, 
two aluminum side panels, pair of head- 
ers, fiberglass chassis, and screws and 
nuts. For more info on this new product 
contact Radio Control Race Center 
( 1 8240 S. Vermont Ave., Gardena, C A 
90247). 



FROM BOLINK 

Revisit the ’50s in style with BoLink’s 
latest, the classic 1957 T-Bird, available 
in Vio- and '/n-scale, clear and painted. 

The body destined to dominate 
CART/USAC Indy-type racing is the 
March. The same body is now available 
to Vi o- scale racers. BoLink’s March 86- 
C is available clear or painted. 

BoLink’s Gear Puller is hardened- 
steel, removes stubborn motor pinions 
so you’ll never bend another motor shaft 
again! A must tool for the serious 
R/Cer. From BoLink R/C Cars, Inc. 
(420 Hosea Rd., Lawrenceville, GA 
30245). 




QUICK CHARGER 

The KS- 1 200 DC Quick Charger from 
Circus Hobbies (3132 S. Highland Dr., 
Las Vegas, NV 89109) is perfect for 
R/C car enthusiasts who desire the 
flexibility of a variable-amperage charg- 
er. The KS- 1 200 has an adjustable 0- to 
3.6-amp charge current output with a 
built-in meter display, along with an 
adjustable 5- to 30-minute timer that 
shows charging status through an LED 
display and beep when charge is com- 
plete. Standard Tamiya-type Ni-Cd bat- 
tery plugs, and a tough, lightweight 
metal case. 


I 

ALUMINUM WHEELS 

Tecnacraft introduces new modular * 
aluminum wheels. True two- and three- 
piece modular construction designed 
specifically to fit your car. Precision- 
machined and -polished from aero- 
space-quality aluminum alloy. These 
wheels don’t require special adapters or 
hubs; they accept stock tires without 
glue. Available now to fit RC-10, Yo- r . 
komo, and Optima. For new models 
and other quality Tecnacraft products 
contact Tecnacraft ( 1 335 B Dayton St. 
Salinas, CA 93910). 


Description 1 , of new products appearing on these pages were derived from press releases supplied by the 
manufacturers and/or their advertising agencies. The information given here docs not constitute endorsement by 
Radio Control Car Action, nor guarantee of performance or safety by Radio Control Car Action. When writing 
to the manufacturer about any product dcscrioed here, be sure to mention that you read about it in Radio Control 


Car Action. 
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TAMIYA POWER 

The MRC Tamiya RX-540VZTechni- 
gold Motor and Gold Power 8.4-volt 
Ni-Cd battery pack is an adjustable- 
timing modified motor that features 
precision ball bearings, diamond-trued 
commutator, factory- wired pigtails, bal- 
anced rotor, and C-form brush springs. 
To supply power for the Technigold, 
MRC/Tamiya also offers the Gold Power 
8.4-volt 1 200 mAh Ni-Cd battery pack 
with seven high-quality Ni-Cd cells 
connected in series with spot-welded 
tabs and silicone-covered wire to reduce 
resistance. Battery pack also includes a 
built-in circuit breaker to protect it 
against a short. For more info contact 
Model Rectifier Corp. (2500 Wood- 
bridge Ave., P.O. Box 267, Edison NJ 
08817). 


AEROTREND PRODUCTS 

Aerotrend now has Stainless Steel 
Bearing kits available for all major R/C 
cars as well as a long list of individual 
bearings for special applications, includ- 
ing new Teflon- sealed RC 1 0 Rear Sup- 
port Bearing. 

The Gold Plug set consists of a 
Tamiya-type male and female plug and 
gold connectors. Each connector is 
stripped, copper-plated, nickel-plated, 
and finally finished in gold. The Veriflex 
wire used with this set is a high-temp, 
flexible, multi-strand wire. This com- 
bination of Gold Plug set with Veriflex 
wire is a superior high-performing 
product. From Aerotrend Products (3 1 
Nichols St., Ansonia, CT 06401). 


PARAGON PRODUCTS 

Paragon Ground Effects is an extremely 
effective tire-traction compound com- 
prised of the six different ingredients, 
each performing a specific purpose in 
the tire adhesion process. Tested and 
now being used by several top-notch 
U.S. drivers. Use it on carpet or asphalt 
Paragon Centerline Racing Wheels 
are Vi 2 -scale racing rims molded in a 
tough, lightweight plastic. These rims 
not only give the serious competitor a weight 
advantage, but they're also excellent for 
concourse competition. Available in 
white, chrome, and gold-tone finish. For 
more info contact Paragon Racing Prod- 
ucts (Dept CA2 8802 Knollwood Dr.. 
Eden Prairie. MN 55344). 






MODELER’S GUIDE 

Badger Air Brush Company (9128 W. 
Belmont, Franklin Park, IL 60131) 
announces a “Step-by-Step Modeler's 
Guide to Air- Brushing," with 32 pages 
and 1 80 color photographs showing the 
techniques and details the pros use. 
Subjects include military modeling, fig- 
ures, diorama and scale modeling of a 
'69 Camaro with tips on how to modify, 
detail and airbrush— to give scale mod- 
els more realism— plus instructions on 
use of different paints and the proper 
use of military colors. 



AMTEC SPORTS RADAR 

The Am tech Sports Radar Model 8500 
is a hand-held radar gun (also can be 
mounted on a tripod) featuring solid- 
state electronics, 7-segment LED read- 
out, heavy-duty 6- foot coil cord with 
fused heavy-duty Standard lighter plug, 
and I -amp sealed gel-cell battery with 
vinyl case. The model 8500 Ls capable 
of operating from 0° to 1 50° F and will 
read speeds ranging from 10 to 250 
mph with an operating range of 400- 
plus yards, depending on the size and 
speed of the subject For more info 
contact American Micro Technologies 
(3 1 2 E. 55 th St, P.O. Box 696, Hinsdale, 
IL 60522-06%). 


ACTION MAGS 

Design Ingenuity (P.O. Box 53 1 , Tena- 
fly, NJ 07670) introduces Action- 
Mags, offering a complete line of alumi- 
num alloy wheels and adapters to fit 
most of today's popular R/C vehicles. 
Wheels are available for standard tires 
or racing slicks and fit popular vehicles 
such as Blackfoot and Big Bear. A 
machined-aluminum finish is standard 
with an available high-polish option. 



HOT TRICK 

HotTrick RacingCais’O 157 Cushman 
Ave., San Diego, CA 92110) latest 
catalog features high-quality, high-per- 
formance replacement parts for the 
serious racer. The parts available range 
from shock pistons, heavy-duty axles, 
and steering kits to completely new 
chassis and even a sprint car conversion. 


CHARGE-MASTER 

A Ni-Cd charger that’s 10 years ahead 
of its time. Fully and safely charges 4-, 
6-. or 7 -cell Sub C Ni-Cd packs in 5 to 8 
minutes— guaranteed. Adjustable peak 
voltage control with manual override. 
For more information write Charge- 
Master, P.O. Box 294, Covington, OH 
45318. 



R/C CAR STAND 

R/C car repair and display case Raised 
platform keeps tires off the work surface. 
Divided trays for sorting parts and tools 
For more information contact SRT, 
25944 W. Route 134, Inglesidc. IL 
60041. 


PLASTI-ZAP/CA++ 

Designed for assembly of plastic model 
kits or plastic scratch-building projects, 
its chemistry will screen out any mold 
release agents present on parts, and 
bond all types and formulations of 
plastics used by various plastic kit manu- 
facturers. Plasti-Zap/CA++ can be used 
with Zip Kicker for extra-fast building. 
For more on these and other new 
products contact Pacer T ech ( 1 600 Dell 
Ave., Campbell, CA 95008). 
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DISCOUNT PRICES 


Radio Controlled Cars 

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 

Hobby Corner . . . Midwest’s largest 
inventory of replacement parts for 
A, all brands and models . . . PLUS 

^ HIGH PERFORMANCE PARTS 

Full Service Department 
IIRSiIaA Same Day UPS Shipping 


ft 


1 - 21 7 - 877-7776 

HOBBY CORNER 


#29 NORTHGATE MALL 


DECATUR, ILLINOIS 62526 


SHOEBOX 

(Continued from page 109) 

through in classic fashion without show- 
ing that the rest of the engine wasn't there. 
The body was painted with the new 
Pactra* Daytona Yellow; a bright neon 
hue certain to attract attention. I thinned 
the paint a little for use in my airbrush and 
it look almost two bottles to cover this big 
body. 

I’ve recently found a better way to 
simulate bumpers and chrome trim. 
MonoKote by Top Flite* is great stuff. 
Their trim sheets come in lots of colors 
besides chrome, but the stuff won't handle 
compound curves. Your local auto parts 
store is likely to have rolls of adhesive- 
backed metal foil which can be worked 
with an appropriate burnishing tool, 
slowly stretching it into crevices and over 
bumps and curves. As an example, a 
piece is cut somewhat larger than a 
headlight or taillighl and the backing 
peeled away. The foil is carefully placed 
over the area to be covered and smoothed 
out with a fingertip. A round-tipped 
wooden or plastic burnishing tool, such as 
the cap from a pen or a rounded-off 
dowel, is used to rub gently against the 

(Continued on page 121) 



Grasshopper '59.00 

Hornet 79 00 

Striker 79.00 

Falcon 95.00 

Frog . 109.00 

Fox 129.00 

Hotshot 130.00 

Big Wig 198.00 

t Tech Porsche 175.00 

T-Tech Lancia 175.00 

TRAXXAS 

Wildcat ‘129.00 

CatFully assembled w radio . . 149.00 

LOOKING FOR 
SOMETHING HOT? 

NEW ELIMINATOR OUTLAW 
BATTERY PANS 

72V. 32.00 8.4V .39,00 


T 
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READY TO RUN 



• Fully Assembled wt2 
Channel Radio! 

• Four Adjustable Oil Shocks 

• Battery Eliminator Circuit 


• Mabuchi 540S Motor 

• Accepts 6 or 7 Cell 
Battery Packs 


HOBBY TECt 

PO Box 804 Commack NY 11725 

Support Your Local Hobby Shop 
Bui, II You Don't Have One. Call Us! 


PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


CHALLENGER 

2 CH. PISTOL GRIP s 69. 

Fulaba 2P Pistol • 

Airtromcs XL2P Pistol ... 

MRC 2 Stick 

Challenger 2 Stick t 

CHARGERS 

Challenger 801 DC ‘ 

Challenger 802 ACDC . . . ! 

Astro 6> 7 Cell DC I 

Astro 6 7 Cell AC 0C . 

Astro 4005B The Best ' 


BATTERIES 

7 2v Battery Pack 

7 2v Avenger Race Pak 

8 4v Avenger Race Pak . 


ORDERS ONLY -24 HRS. 

1 -800-USA-2000 ext. 703 


TECHLINE 6PM-9PMEST 

(516) 544-0960 


ADD $4 SHIPPING AND HANDLING N Y RESIDENTS ADO 7V,% SALES TAX 
SORRY NO CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 
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SHOEBOX 

(Conanuetl from page 114) 

foil, starting from the center and working 
toward the edges. The metal will stretch 
over high spots and form around comers 
and into seam lines. After the desired 
effect is achieved, the excess is carefully 
trimmed away with a shaip knife. Bum- 
pers, window trim, lights, door handles, 
and body side moldings are typical areas 
where this technique may be used. It can 
even be polished for a higher shine if 
desired. Ifyou goof up, you just peel it olf 
and try it again: practice makes perfect. 
After a couple of days, this stuff is on to 
stay, and it’s a heck of a lot better looking 
than chrome paint. Real window tint 
material was used to hide the unrealistic 
effect of being able to see the chassis 
through the windows. 

The finished car looked pretty slick, 
but I wanted something that would ran as 
hot as it looked. As mentioned before, the 
chassis was built stock, so as to have a 
baseline from which to gauge the improve- 
ments with. The easiest way to measure 
performance is to time the acceleration 
through a measured distance; in this case, 
a scale quarter-mile. Several runs were 
made with a peaked-out 6-cell pack on 

(Continued on page 138) 


DU-BRO... 

PERFORMANCE 

MNDEDymmm 

Ifl/C CAR ACCESSORIES & HARDWARE 



Now there’s no need to disconnect ball links to 
make front end adjustments! Get the ultimate In 
handling performance by replacing your stock 
linkage with Du-Bro 4-40 Turnbuckles and quality 
built ball links. Precise toe-in, toe-out and camber 
adjustments can be made with ease to get you 
back on the track fast. These 4-40 Turnbuckles are 
2 V long and can be cut to desired length. 

No. 21 56 4-40 TURNBUCKLES WITH WRENCH 
No. 2157 4-40 TURNBUCKLES 


CAMBER ADJUSTMENT 

4-40 TURNBUCKLE 



LEFT FRONT tire 


DU-BRO PRODUCTS 480 Bonner Road Wauconda, Illinois 60084 


WHEN IS AN ULTIU^JOT AN ULTIMA? 
WHEN ITS A HOTltilfr RED ULTIMA! 



HOT TRICK RACING CARS, INC. 

1157 Cushman Ave. 

San Diego, CA 92110 (619) 295-2211 


NEW - UPDATED 
HOT TRICK CATALOG 
AVAILABLE NOW. 
$4.95 


Universal Steering Linkage $22 95 

RC-10 Ultima Beef-up Suspension Kit $14 95 

Universal Body Mounting Kit $9 95 

Ultima Rea» Stub Axles tor RC-10 Wheels $9 95 

Udima Front Axles to* Tamaya Wheels $10 95 

Red Ultima Tn Or Comp" Feathe* Weight Chassis Ran $2395 

Red Ultima Rear Shock Tower and Wing Mount $1395 

Red Uftma Front Shock Tower $t395 

Red Ultima Front End Bracket $1295 

Red Ultima Front A Arms $21 95 

Red Ultima Rea* A Arms $21 95 

Red Ultima Feaiher Wrught Uppe* Plate $1395 

Titanium W-ng $29.95 

Ultima Stock Tn Du Comp- 

Replacement Upper Tray $14.95 (No! Shown) 
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ALABAMA 

SOUTHEAST ALABAMA R JC 
AUTO RACERS 
1 1 1 Foxfire Dr. 

Dotham, AL 36301 
Woody Trimble (205) 793- 1 849 
CHECKERED FLAG RACEWAY 
4052 Dawes Rd. 

Mobile. AL 36609 
Joe Alonzo 


E.A.R.T.H. 

(Eketric Auto Raring Team of Hartford i 

"Buckley Speedway" 

37 Douglas St 
Hartford, CT 061 14 
Ziggy or Debbie (203) 246-4778 


R/C DIRT WORLD/ AA HOBBIES 

1801 South College 
Fort Collins. CO 8052 1 
(303)493-7199 

SOLANO R/C DIRTBURNERS 
Gregory Street 
Fairfield. CA 94533 
Contact Charles Johnson 
(707) 429-0238 

RIVERSIDE COUNTY 
INT. MINI SPEEDWAY 

"The Track" 

4 1240 E Florida 
Hemet, CA 92344 
(714)925-7112 

SROKA’S INDOOR R/C SPEEDW AY 

5216 B Arhoga Ril, Marysville. CA 
95901 (Not a mailing address) 
Michael & Vicki Sroka 
4140 Dan Avc. 

Marysville. C A 9590 1 
(916)742-6148 

or Eagle R/C Hobbies (916) 741-3051 
VENTURA ROADRUNNERS 
Freedom Park in Camarillo 
Pleasant Valley Rd. Camarillo Apt 
Les Abramson (805) 484-8920 or Bill 
Wishon (805)643-2042 


HOBBY BENCH RACEWAY 

5 1 5 S. Glendora Avc. 
Glendora. CA 9 1 740 
(818)963-9517 

MARYSVILLE R/C RACEWAY 
(Formerly GOLDEN T 
R/C RACEWAY) 

1 1 th & Ramirez St 
Marysville. CA 
(Not a mailing address) 

Contact Hany Jackman (916)671 -6677 

NAVAL TRAINING CENTER 

San Diego. CA 

Contact IJnda Jones(6l9) 225-5160 
NOR-CAL MINI OFFROADERS 
2665 Park Marina 
Redding. C A 96001 
(916) 241-3737 

ORRCA CENTRAL DIVISION 
Cycle Arts Raring 

3188 N. Marks. 4121 
Fresno. CA 93711 
(209) 233-3665 or (209) 229-9366 

ORRCA 

P.O. Box 8938 
Calabasas, CA 9 1 302 
Contact Lou Peralta (818) 340-5750 

PETERBUILT JR. RACEW AY 

1261 Lick Avc. 

San Jose, CA95I10 
Contact: Peter Liu (408) 279-01 1 1 
RADIO CONTROL RACE CENTER 
18240 S. Vermont Ave. 
Gardena. CA 90247 
Contact Cliff & Rhea Fisher (213) 
324-3105 

RADIO CONTROLLED 
HOBBIES RACEWAY 

201 l-B Placentia Ave. 

Costa Mesa. CA 92627 
Contact Ron Williams (7 14) 6.3 1 - 1555 

RANCH PIT SHOP - POMONA 

1 655 East Mission Blvd 
Pomona. CA 9 1 766 
(714)623-1506 

R/C SPEED WEEK 
P O. Box 41 1 

Woodland Hills, CA 9 1 365 
(303)431-8868 

WORIJ) CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Ranch Pit Shop 
1655 Mission Blvd. 

Pomona. CA 
(714)623-1506 

SCAR 

1904 S Ross 
Santa Ana. CA 92707 
Steve Hickman. President 
T.Q. HOBBIES 
1358 Pacific Coast Hwy 
Harbor City, CA 

Contact Bruce Bcrtca (213) 539-361 1 

MHOR R/C RACEWAY 

15540 E Batavia Dr. 

Aurora. CO 8001 1 

Contact Jess Brockman ( 303) 343-0151 


DELAWARE 

AUTO DERBY RACEW AY 
RD 142 

Kenton, DE 19938 
Contact Tom (302) 734-5675 or 
Dan (302) 653-5088 


ALASKA 

ARCORR 

(Alaska Radio Controlled 
Off Road Racers) 

4970 Fairbanks St. 
Anchorage. AK 995 1 5 
Contact: Tim Brass. President 278-4250 

AROARA 

(Alaska Radio Operated 
Auto Raring Association) 

1/10 Scale Racing Senes 
4970 Fairbanks St. 
Anchorage. AK 
Contact Bob Peters 345-3269 

AROARA 

I /8 & 1/12 Scale Racing Schedule 
4000 Credit Union Dnve 
Anchorage. AK 
Contact Bob Peters 345-3269 


FLORIDA 

FLORIDA EIFXTRK 
AUTO RACERS 

420 Charleswood Ave. 
Orlando. FL 32825 
Lance Reynolds: ( 305) 282-8540 

F.A.R.C.AR. 

6596 NW 26th St 
Sunrise. FL 333 1 3 
Mike Morse (305) 748-54 1 6 


ARIZONA 

ESCALANTE RACEWAY 

10505 East Escalante 
Tucson. AZ 85730 
(602)298-1253 
SCALE RACING SPORTS 
1 120 N. Hayden Rd SCC Tempe. AZ 
85281 

(602) 829-9117 


FORT lAL DERDAIF 
R/C SPEEDW AY 

N.W. 15th Ave. 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 333 1 3 
(305)472-1032 

MIAMI AUTO RADIO CONTROL 
CAR ASSOCIATION 

129 Ave. and S.W 6th St 
Miami, FL 33 1 84 

Contact: Richard or Nilda Carreras 
America Hobby Center, ( 305) 554-5505 
LEI'S RACE AMERICA 
RENTAL SPEEDWAY 
1030 W State Rd 434 
larngwood. FL 32750 
Contact Bruce Fallon (305) 834-7888 

WEST COAST RADIO 
CONTROL CLUB 

3906 Bay Villa Avc 
Tampa. Fl. 3361 1 


CALIFORNIA 

AA R/C RACEWAY & HOBBIES 
Sandhill Ranch 
Brentwood. CA 
(415)757-6594 
ANTIOCH R/C RACEWAY 
563 1 W Lone Tree Way 
Aniioch. CA 94509 
Contact Jack Hanson (415) 754-5700 

CALIFORNIA STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
INDOOR CARPET SERIES 

Frank Hill & Assoc. 

560 E Providencia, Suite 1 1 
Burbank. CA 91501 
(818) 845- 1 664 

ELECTRIC OFFROAD RACEWAY 
1801 Springs Rd 
Vallejo, CA 94590 
(707) 557-0302 


COIjORADO 


QUEEN cm' R/C RACEW AY 
5050 S. Federal Blvd 
Centennial Shopping Center. Federal & 
Bell view 

Englewood. CO 80 1 50 
(303)730-1391 


CONNECTICUT 


B.O.RJLA 

Bethel R/C Off-Road Raring Assoc. 

1/10 off-road racing senes 
Bethel, CT 
(203) 744-2934 


132 RADIO CONTROL CAR ACTION 









j 








' 

1 




l 

' 

- 





. 


Race Track Owners: Do you want to attract more racers to your track? Then let them know where you 
our “Race Track Directory." Each issue Radio Control Car Action will publish a listing free (space p< 
country. To join in, send your name, address, and telephone number, along with the name of a person to 
Track Directory," Radio Control Car Action, 632 Danbury Rd.. Wilton, CT 06897. 


cm know where you are by listing your n 
listing free (space permitting) of the rat 
: name of a person to contact for more in 



I) AND D RACEWAY, INC. 

2322 Hibiscus Dr. 
Edgewatcr, FL 32032 

FLORIDA STATE 1/12 
SERIES SCHEDULE 
1 1 850 Nortrall Avc. 

Tampa, FL 336 1 7 

Contact Eric Gudger(813) 985-6158 

IAKE WHIPPOORWILL 
INTERNATIONAL SPEEDWAY 

12345 Narcoossec R4 
Orlando, FL 32812 
Trackside: (305) 277-9586 
Campground: (305) 277-5075 


GEORGIA 

BOLINK RACEWAY PARK 

420 Hosea Road 
Lawrenceville, GA 30245 
Contact: Bob Rule (404) 963-0252 

PDQ RACEWAYS & HOBBIES 

429 Bankhead Highway 
Mablcton, GA 30059 
Jack Bailey: (404) 94 1 -2626 

RACEWAY HOBBIES 
Johnson Ferry Rd. 

Marietta. GA 30068 
Jim Wishma (404) 565-2191 
M.A.R.C.A.R. 

l Macon Area R 1C Auto Racing) 
George R Joyner 
885 Wtmhish Rd. 

Macon. GA 31204 
(912) 477-1709 


HAWAII 

HAWAII RADIO CONTROL 
ELECTRIC CAR CLUB 
1423 - 10th Avenue 
Honolulu, HI 96816 
(808) 737-9582 


ILLINOIS 

RACEWAY HOBBIES, LTD. 

80 E Main St, Rt 22 
Lake Zurich. II- 60047 
Bill Palermo: (3 1 2) 438-0460 

HOBBYTOWN 
4915 W. Rtc. 12b 
McHenry. IL 60050 
Luke Herring:' (815) 344-1777 
MRorr 

NORTHERN ILL. RADIO 
OPER. CAR CLUB 
476 N. East River Rd. 

Des Plaines, IL 600 1 6 
Dennis Moscatclli: ( 3 1 2) 827-2 1 87 
SSRCCC 

(South Suburban Radio 
Control Car Club) 

510 Ingraham 
Calumet City. IL 60409 
(312) 891-0089/474-7802 


BYRON AREA RADIO RACERS 

800 River Dr, 

Byron, 1L 

Contact Jim Havnes (815) 234-56 1 5 or 
Bob Falk (815) 234-5183 or Mickey 
Talc (815) 734-7239 
TEEN TOWN 
105 N. 13th 
Herrin, IL 

MARTY'S R.C. HOBBIES 
1335 E Broadway 
Bradley, IL 60915 
(815)933-8441 
DOWNTOWN HOBBY 
6017 Northwest Hwy. 

Chicago, IL 6063 1 
Greg (312) 775-4848 


INDIANA 

HOBBY CONNECTION RACEWAY 
925 N. Lynhursl 
Indianapolis, IN 46224 
Contact Carl Gilbert (317) 247-5702 

BREMEN BANDITS R/C 
RACING CLUB 
BREMEN HOBBIES 
308 N. Bowen 
Bremen, IN 46506 

GONZO' RACEWAY 
Chesterton, IN 

Contact Jeff (2 1 9) 926-434 1 
or 736-7414 

GOSHEN R/C OFF ROAD 
RACING CLUB 
Tim's Hobby Shop 
1922 Elkhart Rd. 

Goshen, IN 46526 
(219)534-1992 

MIDDLEBURY R/C CLUB 

Flying High Hobbies Haus 
304- A N. Main. Middlcbury, Ind. 46540 
Contact Steve or Sharon Mattem 
(219)825-2128 
EAGLE HOBBIES 
24968-A C.R 6 (Comer of C.R 1 1) 
Elkhart. IN 46514 
Pal or Kathy Sapikowski 
(219)262-2066 


IOWA 

IORC 

( Iowa Offroad Racing Club) 

P.O. Box 22052 
Des Moines. IA 50322 
Contact: Ron Boone(515)987-l 184 


KENTUCKY 

THE SPEEDROME 
345 1 Cane Run Rd. 
Louisville, KY 402 1 1 
Wanda or Greg (502) 778-7313 


RALPH’S RACEWAY & HOBBY 

227 Georgetown St 
Downtown Lexington, KY 
(606)252-1809 


LOUISIANA 

PERFORMANCE HOBBY 
RACEWAY 

8308 Lafitte Ct 

Chalmetle, LA 70043 (Behind Wendy's) 
Guy Trcntccosta: (504) 279-5158 


MARYLAND 

BALTIMORE ROUGH RIDERS 
OFF- ROAD R/C CLUB 

2800 Pelham Ave. 
Baltimore, MD 2 1 2 1 3 
Contact Rick Gondeck Sr. 488-8615 

DOUG’S HOBBY SHOP RACEWAY 

Rl 301, Box 96-C 
Waldorf. MD 20601 
Bill Holley: (301) 843-6220 
or Patrick Gunn: (301) 843-7774 

KING’S R/C CARS 
219 East Washington St. 
Hagerstown. MD 21740 
(301) 739-0080 

DUSTBUSTERS R/C CLUB 
5004 - 70th Place 
Hyausville, MD 20784 
Contact Jeff Swart/ (301) 773-7230 


MASSACHUSETTS 

CUSTOM MODEL 
PRODUCTS SPEEDWAY 
1 Ben Dr. 

West Bridgewater. MA 02379 
Contact: John Smith (617) 580-1622 
HOBBY CITY 
263 Lynnficld St. 

Lvnn, MA 0 1 904 
Steve: (6 1 7) 58 1-7361 

MASSACHUSETTS SCALE 
AUTO RACERS 
Holyoke. MA 

Rick Pepin: (413) 736-771 1 
PINE BANKS R/C RACEWAY 
c/o B&B R/C Accessoiy’s 
35 Church St 
Malden, MA 02148 
Jimmy (617) 324-4465 or 
Brian (617) 322-9554 
NEW ENGLAND 
OFT-ROAD RACERS 
Bill's Hobbies Raceway 
600 N. Main St, Rie. 83 
E. Longmcadow. MA 01028 
Rick Pepin: (413) 736-7711 


MICHIGAN 

REMOTE CONTROL 
USA RACEWAYS 
6083 Dixie Hwy. 

Bridgeport, MI 48722 
Contact (51 7) 7777-USA 
YMCA R/C RACERS 
315 W. Main St 
Niles, MI 49120 

Contact Paul Cooper (616) 683-1552 
or Ric Clingaman (616) 683-3075 

FLINT R/C CAR CLUB 
Flint. Ml 

Contact Ralph Herndon (313) 658 
5390 or Tom Hoot (3 13) 658- 1 043 
AR-JAVS HOBBIES, INC. 

1430 South Gratiot 
Mt. Clemens. Ml 48043 


MISSISSIPPI 

TEAM RACE R/C CLUB 
505 Spnng Ridge Rd 
Clinton. MI 39056 
(601)924-3341 

Contact Thomas Bullock after 2 p.m 


MISSOURI 

R/C HOBBY WORLD 

1 1 3 S. 6th & Edmond 
St. Joseph. MO 64501 
(816)233-4450 

HOBBY VILLAGE AND RACEW AY 

1 12 N.W. Business Park l.ane 
Riverside, MO 64150 
(816)587-6435 


NEVADA 

CIRCUS RACEWAY 
3 1 32 S. Highland 
Las Vegas. NV 89109 
(702) 732-0022 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 

R/C DIRT RACERS OF 
NEW ENGLAND 
Woodsville, NH 03785 
Bill Dolack: (603)747-2165 

FOX RUN RACEWAY 
Fox Run Rd 
Newington, NH 
FOX RUN RACEWAY 
Thom Belmont 
200 Cass St. 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 
(603)436-1112 
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NEW JERSEY 

ATI ANTIC HOBBIES 
RACING WORLD 

Elm Plaza, White Horse Pike 
Elin,NJ 08037 
(609) 567-2947 

WII JJNGBORO R/C RACING 
ASSOC. AT HOLIDAY LAKES 
Rl 130 South. Creek Rd 
Dclanco.NJ 08075 
Contact R. Dixon (609) 786-2294 
after 6:00 p m 


NEW YORK 

SMAIJ. TORQUE RACERS 
OF l XING ISLAND 
24 Horton Dr. 

Huntington Station. NY 1 1746 
Contact: George Franz (5 1 6) 27 1 - 1 1 1 9 

W ALLKILL WHEELS 
Route 208 

Old General Slicing Bldg. 
Walden. NY 12586 
(914) 778-1413 

FORGET-ME-NOT SPEEDWAY 
955 State St. 

Schenectady, NY 
and Snyder's Acre Farm 
Balllown Rd. 

Rexford, NY 
(518) 382-1030 
N.E.S.CA.R. 

(North East Scale Car Auto Racing) 

P.O.Box 118 
N. Greece, NY 14515 

NIAGARA HOBBY & CRAFT MART 
RACF.-A-RAMA 
3366 Union Road at Walden 
Buffalo, NY 

Don Schrems; (716) 681-1666 

RADIO OPERATED AUTO RACING 
250 San Gabriel Dr 
Rochester, NY 14610 
John Downey. (716) 442-9527 

WALTS HOBBY AND CRAFT 

4300 W. Genesee St. 

Syracuse, NY 13219 
(315)468-6544 
R/C WORLD 
P.O. Box 304 
Brooklyn, NY 1 1 220 
Edwin Galarza: (7 1 8) 438-6497 

SKANEATELES RC RACEWAY 
W. Genesee St. US. Rl 20 
Skaneateles, NY 13152 
(315) 685-8077 or 685-5185 
THE RADIO OPERATED MODEL 
AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF CENTRAL 
NEW YORK 
P.O. Box 93 
Cicero. NY 13039 
LAWRENCE) RACE PARK 
2509 Macedon Center Rd. 
Palmyra, NY 14522 
(315) 597-6429 


NYROC (New York Radio Operated 

Cars) 

Contacts: Joe Fiero (718) 272- 1917 
Lany LaBounty 
MOD-STOCK RACEWAY 
(NESCAR Affilliated) 

3748 Latta Rd (Comer Rte. 08 & 261) 
Rochester, NY 14612 
Contact Tom Gcbhart (716) 392-8208 

HO/RC RACEWAYS 

250 San Gabriel Dr. 
Rochester, NY 14610 
Contact Shawn Downey 
(716)442-9527 

ISIJP MINIATURE SPEEDWAY 

58C Greenwood Avc. 
Eastlslip, NY 11730 
Russell Schmidt 581-9816 
MINIATURE GRAND PRK 
Wcstvale Plaza 
2102 W. Genesee St 
Syracuse, NY 13219 
Arthur Mason 315-468-1463 


NORTH CAROLINA 

ISLAND RACING INC. 

4010 East Beach Drive 
P.O Box 804 
Long Beach. NC 28461 
Contact Stan Power (919) 457-3307/ 
278-3898 

R/C HOBBY WORKSHOP 
& RACEWAY, INC. 

1358 S. Church St. 
Burlington, NC 27215 
Dave Guerin (919) 228-6809 


NORTH DAKOTA 

W.O.R.R. 

WTLLISTON OFF-ROAD RACERS 
115 W. 2nd St 
Williston,ND 58801 
Contact Jim Basaraba (70 1 ) 572-93 1 3 
F.NDURO V T.B.A. 

Minot, ND 

Contact: John R. Weaver 
(701)727-5120 
Or Paul C. Eckert 
(701)727-5984 

NORTHERN MINI-RACERS 
OF MINOT, NORTH DAKOTA 

P.O. Box 415 
Minot ND 58702 

Contact John Weaver (701)727-5120 
KOUNTRY KILN HOBBY 
Box 247, 324 Railroad Avc. N. 

Mohall. ND 58761 
Stan Witteman (701 ) 756-6307 


OHIO 

ALCRAFTS R/C RACEWAY 

1370 Custer-Orangeville Rd 
P O. Box 297 


Brookfield, OH 44403 
Larry Jennings: (216) 448-1573 

NORCAR 
3614 Bcycrle Rd 
Cleveland, OH 44105 

C.O.R.CJV.R. 

1775 Bairsford Circle West 
Columbus. OH 43232 
Contact John White, presideni 
NORCAR 
848 Wilder Ave. 

Elyria, OH 44035 
Chuck Mackin (216) 365-6562 
NORODS 

(Northwest Ohio Radio Operated Dirt 
Sprints) 

Hetb Zieman 
906 Eton Rd. 

Toledo, OH 43615 
(419)531-0070 

TARCAR 

Toledo Area Radio Control Auto Racing 

Brent M Gottfreid 
553 Bruns Dr. 

Rossford. OH 43460 
(419)474-2973 

ALI M CREEK R/C RACEWAY 

3713 Christie Rd West 
Columbus, OH 43207 
Joe Perkins (614)491-0091 


OKLAHOMA 

RADIO CONTROL AUTO RACING 
OF TULSA 

For more info contact: Dave Cole 
(918)745-9898 


OREGON 

R.C.C.C. 

RADIO CONTROL CAR CLUB 
P.O. Box 7053 
Beaverton, OR 97007 
Ron: (503) 649-7862 
or Steve: (503) 254-52 1 9 

WRECK 

(Wheeling Radio Electric Car Kluh) 

Rt 4, Box I17A-12 
Milton Freewater. OR 97862 
Don Rudy, Secretary 


PENNSYLVANIA 

SjCR-C-A-R. 

Susquehana Area Radio 
Controlled Auto Racing 

Susquehana Valley MaU 
Contact Dave Bailey (717) 374-4053 

RACE-WAY HEAVEN HOBBY 
SHOP AND RACING CENTER 
2007 S. Juniper St. 
Phildelphia. PA 19148 
Neal Evers: (215)271 -5600 


COUNTRY SIDE R/C RACEWAY 
1057 Waterman Rd. 

Clairton, PA 15025 
(412)653-3529 

COCHRANTON AREA RACE CLUB 
New members welcome. 

1 20 W. Adams Si 
Cochranton, PA 16314 
Harry Turner (814)425-7788 

DENWICK R/C HOBBI ES 
& RACEW AY 

14961 Buchanan Trail East 
Blue Ridge Summit. PA 17214 
(717)794-5184 

VALLEY FORGE R/C 
RACING ASSOCIATION 
Suite 900, One Franklin Plaza 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
Howard Finkelman (215) 563-4800 


SOUTH CAROLINA 

MIDLAND MINI SPEEDWAY 
& HOBBY SHOP 

Rt 5, Box 72G 
Sumter. SC 29150 
(803) 495-2006 after 5:00 p.m 


TENNESSEE 

R.C.M.T. 

Radio Control Racing of 
Middle Tennessee 

300 Tanglewood Dr. 

Ml. Juliet TN 37122 
Brad Norris (615) 754-7093 


TEXAS 

VICTORIA HOBBY SHOP 
& RACEWAY 

52 1 1 John Stockbaucr Rd 
Victoria. TX 77904 
Contact Erwin Rather < 5 1 2) 575-3270 

ARROW HOBBIES 

2710 So. I-35W 
Burleson, TX 
(817) 295-2821 

RIO GRANDE RACERS 

El Paso. TX 

Contact Jerry McGinnic 
(915)591-9271 
l&l HOBBY CENTER 
6707 Chimney Rock 
BcIlairc.TX 77401 
lssac Bcn-czra: (7 1 3) 66 1 -2270 
EL PASA CAN AM 
3109 Jarvis 
El Past), TX 79935 
Contact Bob Blum (915) 593-8015 
HAL'S HOBBY SHOP & RACEWAY 
4886-A Hercules 
El Paso, TX 79904 

Contact Carlos Premier (9 1 5) 755- 1 9 U 
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K & W RACEWAYS 
Hard Rink (1 block N. Shady Grovel 
Grand Prairie, TX 

Contact Mau Hafer (2 14) 986-5063 

CHECKERED FLAG 
R'< RACEW AYS 

8100 South Kirkwood Rd 
Houston, TX 77072 
(713) 879-7619 

OITBACK OFF ROAD 
Market St. at Akron 
Jaanlo City. TX 
013)673-5911 or 

013) 675-7938/455-2893 after 5 p m 

LITTLE INDY 

1624 S Houston St 
Hwy 146 South 
Livingston, TX 7735 1 
(409) 327-2303 


VIRGINIA 

FAIRFAX RACEWAY 

At the Frame Gallery 
1 1 340-F Franklin Farm Rd 
Herndon, VA 22071 
Erie Zelman. (703) 47 1 -4499 
B & H HOBBIES RACEWAY 
Rt 10. Bo* 178 
Mcchanicsvillc, VA 231 1 1 
(804) 746-2758 

POOR BOY’S HOBBIES 
& RACEWAY 

Rtc 6. Box 3 1 
Mcchanicsville, VA 231 1 1 
Contact Allen, Nancy, or Rick al 
(804)746-5184 


RICHMOND R/C RACE CLUB 
6112 Hudswcll U 
Richmond, VA 23234 
Contact Ron Btrckhcad 


WASHINGTON 

R/C CAR CLUB OF SPOKANE 
N 1920 Sargent Rd 
Spokane. WA 99212 
Deanna Schrarn (509) 928-0503 
SA.R.C.A.R. 

i Seattle Area Radio Control 
Auto Racers) 

Contact Tom O'Hara (206) 784-9656 
or Ed Hagan (206) 271-0461 

TEAROR OFF ROAD RACEWAY 

80 1 2 S. T acoma Way 
Tacoma, WA 98499 
(206) 537-9437 

S.W.W.ILA. 

(Southwest Washington Racing Assoc.l 

2220 Ocean Beach Hwy 
l-ongvicw, WA 98632 
Keith Sal/scidcr (206) 577-81 15 


WISCONSIN 

FOX VALLEY R/C OFF-ROAD 
RACING CLUB 
Appleton, Wl 54106 
Contact Tony Zulegcr(4l4) 733-7771 
THE TRAIN STOP RACEWAY 
5612 Hwy 51 
Schofield. WI 54476 
Kip Turner. (715 ) 359-9060 


CUDAHY NEWS & HOBBY CENTER 
4758 S Packard Ave 
Cudahy. WI 53 1 10 
(414)769-1500 

CLASSIC R/C SPEED SHOP 
& RACEW AY 

N. 90 W165I9 Roosevelt Dr. 
Menomonee Falls, WI 5305 1 
Contact Joel Gish (4 1 4) 25 1 -2000 

MARCAR 

(Milwaukee Area Radio 
Controlled Auto Racersl 

Village Mall Shopping Center 
Joel Gish 251-2000 
WEST BEND HOBBIES INC. 

1 44 North Main St 
West Bend. Wl 53095 
Bill Viilmow (414) 334-0487 


CANADA 

STEEL TOWN AUTO 
RADIO CONTROL 
93 Wellington Street 
Cambridge. Ontario 
Canada N1R 3Y8 
Sam Burke (519) 62 1 -5442 

ALDERGROVE RACEWAYS 
Aklergrovc. B.C Canada 
Mike Tapp do Beamriders 
(604)530-3636 
E&E HOBBIES & RACEW AY 
2nd Floor, 2220 Dewdney Ave 
Regina. Sk., Canada 
Ellis Hung: (306) 757-8881 


AC CAR CLUB 
c/o Daniel Drapeau 
526R133 Pike River 
Quebec, J0J IP0C.P 72 
or Patrick: (5 14) 244-5933 

CHATH AM DUST DEVILS R/C 0,1 IB 
Chatham. Ontario. Canada 
Darrin Charbonneau (519) 354-0554 
LR.O.C.C. 

t Island Radio Operated Car Hub) 

View Royal BMX Track on die Old 
Island Highway beside Shoreline School. 
Victoria, BC 

Contact: Al Fraser (604) 479-4196 
or Mick Snrmay (604) 386-2014 

SCALE C.A.R. 

(Car Awodatkm of Racing) 

Uoydmmstcr, Alberta 
Garry (403) 875-4174 or 
Kirk (403) 875-7313 

SCRAMBLERS R/C RACING CLUB 
RR #4 Shady Nook 
Pembroke. Ontario 
Canada K8A 6W5 
735-3058 

BLASTERS R/C OFF ROAD CLUB 
Edmonton. Alberta 
Fred Cole (403) 457-9333 


COSTA RICA 

El. HOBBY SHOP TRACK 

Juho Paaora 32-26-8/ 
Centro Commercial 
San Jose 2000 Costa Rka 


FAST, FASTER, FASTEST 

WHICH DO YOU WANT TO BE? 


V® 


Lubricants 



Spray Lubes 


USE THE RIGHT COMBINATION OF FIVE STAR LUBES AND YOU'LL 
“BLAST” THE COMPETITION! NOW AVAILABLE ARE MOLYBDENUM AND 
TEFLON* GREASE GUNS. SPEED CONTROL LUBE AND 8 RACING SPRAYS. 
SPRAY MOLYBDENUM. SPRAY SILICONE, SPRAY WHITE GREASE. SPRAY 
MOLY GREASE. SPRAY OIL. SPRAY FLUOROCARBON. SPRAY GRAPHITE 
AND SPRAY MOTOR CLEANER 

Ask for it and become a respected leader! 


'UuPonl Re$ 7 M 


FIVE STAR 


division of ATLANTIC BRASS CO. 

PO Box 304 • Farmington. Ml 48024 • (313) 477-2813 
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SHOEBOX 

(Continual from page 121) 

board, netting quarter-mile times in the 
7.40-second range. The receiver battery 
pack was moved from the midship area 
into the trunk (an old super-stock trick) to 
help weight transfer and cut down wheel- 
spin, and limes dropped to 7.20. A careful 
front-end alignment putting toe-in, cam- 
ber, and caster at zero degrees knocked 
off another tenth of a second. A 7-cell 
pack was slipped in and the car really 
woke up, with elapsed times dropping 
almost a full second to 6.20. That one 
extra cell is pretty inexpensive horse- 
power when you consider how much it 
cost to lower the ET a little more. 

Now, you have to start being careful, 
torque-steer off the line is a possibility, 
and you can’t over-correct or you’ll get 
out of shape. The top end of the quarter is 
another bad spot— the car is now some 
130 feet or more away, going like a 
rocket, and you’ve got to stop it gently. 
Any braking action will cause you to get 
crossed up, and those big slicks will make 
the car flip. 

What’s really fun is having the kid up 
the block try his pure stock Grasshopper 
in a match race — and you blow his doors 
off. 

Naturally, he’s gonna find out about 
7-cell packs, so 1 squeezed in an 8-cell 
unit just to see what would happen. Just 
getting on the throttle provoked giant 
bumper-dragging wheelies, even from a 
roll. A couple of sets of wheelie bars were 
tried out, and the final design utilized 
some brass tubing with a spring- wire core 


mounting a set of '/32-scale slot car wheels 
and tires. Back at the dragstrip, the yellow 
beast was carrying the front wheels for 30 
or 40 feet, and ETs were in the 5.70 
range. 

Is there still room for improvement? 
You could try lightening the chassis a bit, 
but be careful not to sacrifice strength— 
it’s still a street car, and maybe an off- 
road car. Perhaps a body without so much 
drag (they don't call ’55 Chevys “shoe- 
boxes” for nothing) will lower ETs a little. 
The answer isn’t more cells— the added 
weight makes for some pretty wild rides 
at full speed. Hot motors are one way. 
There are plenty to choose from, but 
speed costs money. It’s going to be 
interesting to see what turns up in the 
future in the way of hot street machines, 
but we’ll all have our little speed secrets 
by then. By the way, if you’re out cruisin’ 
with your rod and you spot the yellow '55 
and you want to try it, your car had better 
be able to run five-flat, or you’ll eat my 
dust! 

*The following are the addresses of the 
manufacturers mentioned in this article: 

MRCITam'iya. Model Rectifier Corp., 2500 
Woodbridge Ave, Edison, NJ 08817. 

BoLink RJC Cars, Inc, 420 Hosea Rd, 
Lawrenccville GA 30245. 

Parma International, Inc., 13927 Progress 
Pkwv., Royalton, OH 44 133. 

Pactra, 410 N. Michigan Ave., Rm. 1280, 
Chicago. IL 6061 1. 

Top Elite Models, 2635 S. Wabash Ave, 
Chicago, IL 60616. ■ 


INSIDE TRACK 

(Continued from page 62) 
rating of the controller. For off-road use, 
the minimum surge-amperage rating 
should be 40 amps. The minimum for 
road racing can be as low as 10 amps 
surge. Exceeding the amperage rating 
could severely damage the controller. 
When in doubt, get the highest amperage 
rating you can afford. 

5. No matter what the controller fea- 
tures, always turn on the transmitter first 
and the receiver second. Turning on the 
receiver without the transmitter could 
send your car to the track without you. 

Of course, these are some pretty simple 
and common sense rules to remember. 
Use them and when using that speed 
controller, have a ball! 

Our last note for this edition comes as a 
welcome note to all of us consumers. 
With the major advances being made in 
car technology, we are finding that the 
cost of our hobby is actually going down! 
The electronic speed controllers we just 
talked about are a great example. Two 
years ago, you could not touch a "magic 
box” for less than $100. It wasn’t un- 
common to find that some kid paid more 
for the controller than for the whole car. 
But today, we find that working electronic 
speed controllers are available for around 
$40. 

Mike Lee, c/o Radio Control Car 
Action, 632 Danbury Rd., Wilton, CT 
06897. 

*The following is the address of the company 
mentioned in this article: 

Craft Air, 6860 Canbs' Ave, 11120. Reseda, 
CA 91355. ■ 



Fast Lane Exotics. Inc. 

9973 SW 155tn Street 
Miami FL 33157 *<3051 253 5257 




ORDER 

FORM 


Price 


S3. 00 


ONLY! 

s 1g95 


features 
include 
headlight 
buckets 


Fast Lane Exotics , Inc. 

GT-110 


At last, a clear Lexarv GT Body for 
the popular off road chassis 
Designed specifically for the 
Tamiya Frog Chassis, it will fit most 
2 wheel drive off road and all 
road 1 /10 scale cars 


v 


Checks 
(Subiect to 
verification) or 
money orders, U S 
funds only. Prices subject 
to change without notice 


Address 

City: 


State 

Model 


FL Res add 5% sales tax 


Shipping & handling fee 


TOTAL 


Name: 
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